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Anyone even remotely familiar with 
Brooks will  by now be aware that we spon-
sor many vintage cycling events. L’Eroica in 
Tuscany, the Tweed Run in London, and 
the Retro Ronde in Belgium are but a few 
of the many, many, events staged each year 
that we are sincerely delighted to take part 
in, if only sometimes in small ways.

Travelling to some far-off, beautiful 
destination dipped in an authentic vintage 
atmosphere while dressed in our personal 
best, is for us a sublime experience that 
only gets better with age. So, it is no great 
surprise that the numbers of those partici-
pating in such events continue to rise.

Although not the first vintage event to 
be held on UK soil, this year we will see a 
new event which is being planned to ex-
ceed the expectations of even the most dis-
cerning vintage buff. Thus, Brooks England 
is proud to sponsor the 2014 Eroica Britan-
nia, or ‘the most handsome bike race in the 
World’, as organisers are describing it.

Three weeks before the Tour de 
France comes to the UK, a three day bike 
and heritage festival will be in the green, 
and pleasant lands of the Peak District 
National Park, UK. Held in Bakewell, 
the ‘Ancient Capital of the Peak’, over 3 
days of celebrating a very British take on 
the values of territory, sustainability, and 
the joys of food and drink, will take place 
along the banks of the sparkling waters of 
the River Wye.

The festival’s pinnacle is on 22 June 
when this ‘Great British Adventure’ will 
embrace the romantic idea of heroic cy-
cling as it once was, and as participants 

have come to expect, with a rigorous af-
ternoon pedalling through the great Brit-
ish countryside, on one of three routes 
touring the Peak District.

Join us at ‘Little Royal’ Bakewell, 
pitch your tent, and get involved with 
the best of bicycle heritage and vintage 
cycle style. See current bike brands, her-
itage driven fashion, live entertainment, 
and food and drink markets making this 
much more than just a bike festival.

Eroica Britannia
20 – 22 June 2014

eroica BriTaNNia
Peak District  
welcomes inaugural 
homage to bygone era

JUST LIKE TUSCANY - But closer, with better beer.

a riVeTiNG reaD

The 6th Bugle marks some key mo-
ments in our recent history. The most 
obvious is that we have introduced 
to the market a revolutionary saddle, 
the Cambium.

Deciding how to approach the mar-
ket with this new saddle was a careful 
process which led us to announce a test 
phase. After launching the web page 
communicating we had 150 samples to 
distribute for testing, in 2 days we had 
collected thousands of applications. 
During the following months we inter-
viewed the 150 cyclists and we have 
gained confidence that this product 
honours the Brooks name.  It has been 
likewise welcomed both by our custom-
ers and also by cyclists who had never 
used a Brooks before, so we are natural-
ly elated by the apparent success.

The second piece of news is a sad 
one. On 1 January 2014, Dr Riccar-
do Bigolin, founder of Selle Royal and 
president of Selle Royal Group, passed 
away. You may be aware that our com-
pany has belonged to Selle Royal since 
2002. This great Italian group of com-
panies is largely responsible for rescuing 
and breathing life into Brooks England 
after the manufacturer’s near-demise in 
2000. John Macnaughtan and Adrian 
Williams of Pashley had saved Brooks 
from bankruptcy and managed the 
company for a short time. Mr Mac-
naughtan suggested to Mr Williams 
that Brooks would have been in great 
hands with Dr Bigolin’s company and 
contacted him. The deal was quickly 
made, so high was Dr Bigolin’s esteem 
for Brooks. When Dr Bigolin started 
Selle Royal in 1956, Brooks was a gigan-
tic business, and the fact that Brooks in 
50 years steadily declined as Selle Royal 
prospered, did not change Dr Bigolin’s 
high opinion of this valuable compet-
itor. Dr Bigolin was highly respected, 
respectable and respectful. We will miss 
this gentleman.

Last, but not least, we have recently 
opened B1866, our first flagship store 
in London. We consider this to be the 
Brooks House, a place for customers 
to come and experience not only the 
entire range of our products, but get in 
touch directly with our company.

We hope to meet you in person 
during your next visit to London. In 
the meantime, we would like to thank 
everyone who contributed to this 6th 
edition of the Bugle.
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We wish to thank all contributors and 
photographers. If you have an interesting 
story to tell and wish to contribute to a 
future issue of The Bugle, please contact 
us either through our website or send 
your submission or questions directly to 
thebugle@brooksengland.com

British fashion designer Paul Smith knows 
a thing or two about bicycles. He grew up 
racing them and has had a great passion 
for cycling his entire life. The Notting-
ham native has been a part of many col-
laborations, such as jerseys with Rapha, 
as well as frames with London’s Condor 
and Derby-based steel frame manufac-
turer Mercian. And likewise Brooks has 
factored into the creative process.

We are honoured to be a small part 
of the goings-on of such a great man and 
proud to see his life’s work recognized on 
the world stage, this time at the Design 

Museum in London. From November 
2013 we now also have a chance to step 
into a world of creation, inspiration, col-
laboration, wit and beauty with a visit to 
the Paul Smith exhibit “Hello, My Name 
Is Paul Smith” until 22 June 2014.

The exhibition celebrates his career 
to-date and explores developments for 
the future, referencing his past influenc-
es and showcasing his fashion designs. It 
charts the rise of his quintessentially Brit-
ish label from a small room in Notting-
ham to one of the leading fashion brands 
in the world.

Looking at the impressive scale of its 
global operation today, the exhibition 
draws on his personal design archives 
which include a Mini car in the same 
stripes of vivid colour found on the de-
signer’s socks and ties, as well as the 
aforementioned custom Merican and oth-

er designs for cycling, such as the limit-
ed edition series for the London Tour de 
France prologue. Here too you will find a 
collection of over 70,000 buttons, anoth-
er Paul Smith signature.

The exhibition explores how Paul 
Smith’s intuitive take on design, togeth-
er with an understanding of the roles of 
designer and retailer, have laid the foun-
dations for the company’s lasting success. 
It also offers a unique insight into the 
charisma and wit of this unique nation-
al treasure.
 
Hello, My Name Is Paul Smith
15 November 2013 – 22 June 2014
Design Museum, London

Hello, My NaMe  
is Paul sMiTH
Taking a look inside  
a quintessentially  
British career

LONDON, UK  ·  Author: Michela Raoss 

www.designmuseum.org

Saddled was an exhibition of objects in-
spired by the bicycle, which took place 
at the Holon Design Museum, in Israel. 

I am particularly interested in two 
objects. The first being the chair, the 
second is the bicycle. As a sports enthu-
siast and an industrial designer I have 
always found the bicycle world diverse 
and intriguing.

For Saddled I aimed to combine these 
two objects, the chair and the bicycle, 
to create a series of chairs, or more ap-
propriately “seating objects”, inspired by 
the bicycle seat.

I knew I needed to collaborate with a 
saddle manufacturer to understand the 
process and collect some raw materials. 
I also knew Brooks had to be that man-
ufacturer. 

I remember as a child, my grandfa-
ther bringing me a Brooks bicycle seat 
and explaining, his eyes sparkling, that 
this was the best of the best, and that it 
would serve me for many years to come. 
It’s been many years since then, but I 
still remember the look of the leather 
seat, its smell and how it transformed my 
bicycle from the moment I attached it.

Before long, I found myself touring 
a magical factory, seemingly frozen in 
time. The warm welcome and the fas-
cinating tour they gave me only served 
to heighten my esteem for the company. 
As the tour finished I was given a large 
box, brimming with everything I needed 
to begin... I felt somewhat like Charlie 
in the Chocolate Factory.

Returning to Israel complete with 
bicycle seats, metal constructions, riv-
ets and cowhides at different levels of 
production I could go directly from the 
airport to the workshop.

During the course of three months I 
worked on developing the products for 
the exhibition. I created prototypes and, 
of course, I made the final models. My 
work method is similar to that of a sto-
ryteller: I know the outline of the story 
ahead of time and improvise solutions 
to problems I come across on the way 
to the finalized design and production. 
I love working at the workshop and 
creating the prototypes with my bare 
hands, watching the product advance 
and evolve.

For Saddled I designed and created 
nine different models, however I feel 
I am only halfway done. I plan on de-
veloping additional products, perhaps 
even developing certain models for 
mass production.

eiloN 
arMoN - 
saDDleD
Chair meets Saddle,
Saddle meets Chair
Sitting ensues...

HOLON, ISRAEL  ·  Author: Eilon Armon

www.eilonarmon.com

Made in England is a fascinating snap-
shot of the frame-building industry in 
England today. A beautifully produced 
hard-bound edition of over 200 pages, 
featuring some stunning photography, 
this is one we keep coming back to.

The project was a collaboration be-
tween award-winning builders Ricky 
Feather (Feather Cycles) and Matthew 
Sowter (Saffron Frameworks), born out 
of a passion for the trade and a desire 
to document those who have made it 
what it is. The pair hand-picked a cross 
section of builders from across the land, 
including some of the new breed such 
as Donhou Cycles and Demon Frame-
works as well as established stalwarts 
like Woodrup Cycles and the late, great, 
Ron Cooper. The selected artisans are 

an intriguingly diverse bunch with a 
wealth of experience, hordes of stories 
and an obvious love of what they do.

The interview questions are posed 
from builder to builder, giving a unique 
insight into how they came to learn 
their craft and what continues to drive 
them forward.

There is also a lengthy feature with 
our Hall Green neighbours Reynolds, 
spotlighting their achievements and 
persistent innovations.

It’s the photography that really makes 
this book though. The workspaces and 
craftsmen are perfectly captured by Kay-
ti Peschke, who skilfully turns the grit-
ty workshops into veritable theatres of 
light. Bringing to life the hum of machin-
ery and the scrape of files as you thumb 
along through this handmade world.

For anyone with an interest in 
properly made bicycles this is essen-
tial reading. Available directly from  
www.pushprojects.net.

MaDe iN eNGlaND
A pictorial journey 
through the land of 
welder and bench

LONDON / YORK, UK  ·  Author: Jim Holland  
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Since November, visitors to London’s Sev-
en Dials have been greeted by the new 
Brooks “B1866” flagship store. Not just a 
shop, B1866 is a celebration of the Brooks 
history and the space where the company 
and the community can come together for 
many thoroughly good reasons.

Inside you will find artifacts from the 
Brooks past, like the portraits of our illus-

trious founders and special edition saddles 
no longer in production. You may even run 
into the organizing team of the World Cy-
cle Race or attend a book launch. Despite 
all that, B1866 is also a dangerous loca-
tion for those with an addiction to Brooks 
leather saddles, bags and accessories. 

In addition to the full range of Brooks 
Cycle Bags and John Boultbee Clothing, 
perhaps the most interesting offering at 
B1866, is, for the first time in Brooks his-
tory, fully customized saddles. If you ever 
wished a frame finish or colour of leather 
were offered in a specific model, now is 
your chance to order the Brooks of your 
dreams. Simply come in and speak to one 
of us about the different options availa-
ble and choose from among the various 

coloured leathers, models and undercar-
riage finishes.

B1866 will also be offering handmade 
frames direct in-house from some of the 
most respected names in the handmade 
bicycle world. Dario Pegoretti, Ricky 
Feather and Darren Crisp are already 
among those signed up to offer personal 
consultation inside the B1866 premises. 
This means customers will not have to 
travel to the frame-builders’ studios, but 
be measured and fitted right in the heart 
of London.

As mentioned before, it is not just 
about business, so there will therefore 
be quite a few events at the shop to keep 
things interesting for everyone. To start, 
we will be launching a series of Brooks 

Rides that will depart from the shop. 
These will kick off in the Spring, when 
Britain will be hopeful of some less in-
clement weather, and should take in 
some of the more interesting corners of 
the city. 

In tandem with this we will be a se-
ries of saddle maintenance classes in 
the shop, as customers frequently ask us 
about how to look after or repair their 
saddles. Our own Steven Green will be 
down from Smethwick to show you how. 

In addition to this we are continuing 
our sponsorship of the London Tweed 
Run. B1866 will be giving out the partic-
ipants ‘party bags’ for the event, which 
will contain all they need to make their 
ride an enjoyable one. 

 There will be more than a few excit-
ing launch events taking place at B1866 
as well. Firstly, there is the launch of the 
World Cycle Race in February, which we 
are also sponsoring. This will see a hand-
ful of riders racing 18,000 miles round the 
planet. Plus a host of other events to be 
added to the calendar later in the year.

 This is by no means an exhaustive list 
of what is happening at B1866 in 2014, it 
is surely going to be a busy and exciting 
year. From our store manager, Stephen 
Brill: “The passion and enthusiasm of our 
customers makes them a real pleasure to 
serve and chat with. They are enthusi-
asts just like we are and it makes opening 
B1866 every day a really special feeling.”

B1866 - Brooks HoMe 
iN seVeN Dials
Style and Heritage  
a new beacon to  
popular London  
shopping mile

LONDON, UK  ·  Author: Cristina Würdig
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LONDON, UK  ·  Author: Gareth Lennon 

Hell’s Belles
Hell’s Belles London will be known to 
many readers already as the premier la-
dies-only tournament on the European 
Hardcourt Bike Polo circuit. And for 
its third instalment last November the 
baton was passed by the original event’s 
organizers in the English capital to the 
polo-playing señoritas of Barcelona.

Barcelona event organizer Cata 
Telles explained how she had found her-
self shivering uncontrollably at another 
ladies only tournament, Mallet Dolora-
sa, in chilly Berlin the previous February. 
Reasoning that sunburn is preferable to 
frostbite, she conceived the fine idea of 
inviting the tight-knit community to her 
home town for a weekend of beach-side 
bike polo played under warm skies.

But, with bike polo still a relatively 
niche pursuit and even more so among 
women than men, it was questionable 
whether there was enough room in the 
calendar for another large-scale ladies 
tournament. So why not take an existing 
event and simply switch its location to 
sunnier climes? The London crew was in 
prompt and unanimous agreement, and 
thus was born Hell’s Belles Vol.3 BCN.

Brooks was the event’s headline 
sponsor and several local small business-
es were also happy to help out. Barce-
loneta Bikes had people standing by to 
help with repairs, and even a local chiro-
practor’s office was represented, with its 
best people expertly smoothing out any 
muscular kinks or pinched nerves sus-
tained in play. About a thousand people 
showed up each day to watch.

Player of the tournament was Gitti 
of Team Rowdies, with Team KAPOW! 
winning the final against Valley Anna 
and Johanna of Team VAJ.

reTro roNDe
When riders rolled over the start line for 
2013’s Brooks-sponsored Retro Ronde, 
it was fittingly 100 years to the day that 
the first ever Tour of Flanders had taken 
place. So if racers felt goose pimples it 
was probably just the Hand of History 
on their shoulders. That, or the weather.

2013’s edition was the seventh time 
that riders had gathered in Belgium to 
take part in the World’s most authentic 
Flemish “Hard Man” tribute weekend. 
So quite naturally, we sent only our 
hardest people to Oudenaarde for this 
annual rolling feast of wet, hilly, cobble-
stoned adventure.

Disappointingly for true Flemish 
Hardman cultists the rain stayed off, 
but nobody let this minor quibble get in 
the way of their enjoyment of what was 
a very special instalment of a ride that 
has quickly become one of the cycling 
world’s most cherished homages to sim-
pler times. 

Carbon at the Ronde is therefore 
most certainly not permissible, and 
even older aluminium is quietly frowned 
upon, so steel frames tend to be the 
order of the day, preferably 30 or more 
years old. 

Previous editions have taken place in 
June, but this time round the organizers 
brought it forward to May. Partly, we 
suspect, to increase the chances of bad 
weather, but mostly so that racers could 
ride the route on the aforementioned 
100th anniversary of the first edition of 
that most venerable of Spring Classics, 
the Tour of Flanders. This year also fea-
tured a retro criterium event, right in 
the centre of the city. 

You can see the short film we made 
of our trip along roads that spawned 
the likes of Merckx, Museeuw and Van 
Impe on the Brooks England YouTube 
channel. And we hope you’ll be pleased 
to learn we’re happily in the saddle 
again for 2014’s Retro Ronde Part Eight.

loNDoN NocTurNe
Each year in June the area around 
Smithfield Market is transformed into a 
race course for a day’s competitive rid-
ing at the IG London Nocturne. Since 
its beginnings in 2007, a typical instal-
ment sees schools racers rub shoulders 
with elite professionals, while couriers 
and City types take turns to impress with 
their Fixed Wheel and Brompton skills 
respectively.

Our enthusiasm for vintage machin-
ery is famously boundless at Brooks, 
so when the Nocturne decided to in-
troduce a Penny Farthing race to their 
event roster in 2011, we were delighted 
to lend our support and expertise.

Since that time, the Brooks Penny 
Farthing race has become a hugely pop-
ular fixture at the Nocturne. In 2013, 
with a record crowd in attendance, 
we were gratified to watch a total of 
21 High Wheelers tearing around the 
speedy and challenging course. The 
winner was Richard Thoday.

With a date already fixed for the 
2014 edition of the IG Nocturne, any 
sports fans within cycling distance of 
Smithfield would do well to mark 7 of 
June in their calendars.

TWEED RUN
At time of press, we are currently waiting 
with baited breath the announcement of 
the date for this year’s run, though we 
believe it will be sometime in May.

Brooks will be along to enjoy the fun 
as always and B1866 will provide the 
collection point for all rider packs before 
the event.

For further info keep a watchful eye 
on www.tweedrun.com.

A glance at some of 
the happenings found 
in our calendar
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In 2012 nine cyclists gathered together in 
London’s Greenwich Park, shook hands 
over an agreed set of rules and raced each 
other around the world. The race had no 
formal organisation and no sanctioning 
body. Despite it being one of the longest 
bike races in history and something of a 
first in its own context, it was nothing 
new, however. Cyclists have been chal-
lenging themselves and each other in 
such wagers since the very first turn of 
the pedal. Only a common understand-
ing of the conditions of comparison is 
required for a true test of the challengers’ 
mettle. These conditions we might, with 
some caution, refer to as rules. It is worth 
reminding ourselves of their purpose and 
their limitations.

 The Transcontinental Race first 
took place in the summer of 2013 and 
though more formally administrated and 
promoted, it was born out of the same 
principals; that the most noble of races 
require the fewest rules and the greatest 
adventures are bound by the fewest con-
straints. With this in mind, the mandate 
was simple; cycle from London to Istan-
bul without third-party support and use 
what you can carry or what you can find. 
First to Istanbul wins. The only additions 
were a few controls, designed to flavour 
the endeavour with the beauty, ascents 
and history of some of the most revered 
monuments of European cycling.

 It was said of the race that it rekindled 
the golden age of cycling with the means 
of the 21st Century. The winning time of 
just under 7 days and 14hrs showed that 
it attracted riders that were capable of 
performances that would bend our minds 

and force us to re-consider what we view 
to be possible. We were delighted we had 
made the kind of race we set out to. It 
was, however, further through the pack 
that the self-governed format threw up 
its biggest and most rewarding surprises. 

 To many riders the magnitude and 
the intensity of the event challenged 
them not only with the physical ordeal, 
but also to reconcile the various para-
doxes of the why’s and how’s of what it 
is to ride or race a bike, of competition 
and adventure, of the freedom and lone-
liness of the open road and of audacity 
and trepidation. Only on completion of 
the race when the stories were told did 
nature of their journey really reveal itself. 
As one of the organisers, I would love to 
be able to have pride and take the credit 
in suggesting it was intentional. However 
the truth is that the character of the race 
has been defined by those who pushed 
the pedals and who articulated their 
thoughts in words and blogs and film with 
a clear sense of passion and without ego. 
This is something that characterised all 
the riders of the 2013 race and a tradition 
we hope holds as the field is expanded to 
over 100 confirmed racers in 2014.

 For 2014 we also see the return of a 
Round-the-World Bicycle Race. Trans-
continental co-organisers ‘The Adven-
turists’ have taken the helm on this one 
and look set to bring the ‘World Cycle 
Race’ to the road and to our screens, 
following racers around the globe both 
with satellite tracking and a documenta-
ry series to air later in the summer. The 
free to enter race invites the audacious, 
rather than just the affluent, to challenge 
the mother of all races with or without 
support and will make the distinction 
between the two that the record books 
never would. A small but truly inter-
national field with riders from Ireland, 
USA, France, Germany, India and the 
UK will be taking on the World starting 

on the 1 March and can be followed at 
worldcyclerace.com. The scale of their 
task goes beyond emphatic superlative 
and their stories over more than 100 days 
of racing will reward those who follow 
in understanding their states of mind as 
they move beyond the physical barriers of 
grinding out 150-200 miles every day and 
encounter the mental strains and phe-
nomena that come with a mission-like 
lifestyle without even the briefest pause 
for respite or reflection for more than 3 
months. Once again it will be those with 
the diligence and drive to live fast from 
start to finish that will be victorious.

 As if that’s not enough – the satel-
lites will be busy bouncing the signals 
from more racers as the Trans-Am Bike 
Race (June, USA) and the Trans-Afrika 
(July, S.Africa) tear across their respec-
tive continents with veteran endurance 
racers and budding bikepacking tran-
sients filling their rosters, including a 
few familiar names. Both these are new 
events for 2014. The Trans-Am sticks to 
a defined route format following the Ad-
venture Cycling Association’s fully paved 
Trans-America Trail. The route will take 
riders 4,233 miles from Oregon’s Astoria 
on the US Pacific Coast through 10 states 
to the Atlantic and Yorktown, Virginia. 
The Trans-Afrika meanwhile adopts the 
checkpoint guided free-route format of 
the Transcontinental and heads from Be-
itbridge at the border with Zimbabwe to 
Capetown via historically significant con-
trols that will make this a truly Afrikan 
adventure. These races will be brought to 
you in collaboration with the Transcon-
tinental and like their European cousin 
they will both be tracked online. 

 In all its going to be quite a year for 
endurance cycling, whatever the method 
you choose.

uNsaNcTioNeD loNG  
DisTaNce raciNG
True gentleman’s  
racing - less rules  
and more adventure

BRISTOL, UK  ·  Author: Mike Hall  

www.worldcyclerace.com
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In an athletic pursuit where the tiniest 
lapse can ruin a year’s training, Greg, 
Paulo and Will of Paris-based Call Me 
Daddy have been global Bike Polo’s un-
precedentedly dominant force of recent 
years. Since 2011, the French trio has 
come out on top in three of their five Eu-
ropean and World Championship finals 
appearances. 

Such a feat is unmatched in the annals 
of this old-but-new sport, and coming 
into 2014 the team continues to evolve, 
in much the same way that the sport it-
self has undergone such striking changes 
since its re-inception ten years ago.

This was when enthusiasts of the un-
derground fixed gear contingent of bicy-
cle messengers in the Pacific Northwest 
(specifically at a Kozmo.com warehouse) 
started honing their handling skills by 
knocking a ball around with sticks. This 
moved onto Europe by 2004, when polo 
made its first appearance at the ECMC 
in Warsaw, Poland, when a set of mallets 
manufactured by a Portlander in Berlin 
arrived on the scene.

These informal meet-ups took on 
their own momentum, gradually attract-
ing non-messengers, and teams began 
forming in cities in the USA and Europe.  

Soon teams from neighbouring cities in-
vited each other over for the occasional 
weekend of mallet-heaving. In 2009, polo 
began to move away from the messen-
ger world decidedly as the first-ever po-
lo-specific international championship 
was held, the EHBPC in London. From 
there it was only a short hop to formal-
izing the rules of play and onwards to 
national, continental and world champi-
onship tournaments. 

For serious competitive play it was 
soon established that the fixed gear con-
stituted a hindrance, and it was aban-
doned wholesale by winning teams from 
around 2010. Single speed with freewheel 
is now prevalent on-court. 

From these early days of the modern 
era, when financial or promotional assis-
tance for polo has been needed, Brooks 
has unwaveringly been on hand to help 
out, so we remain gratified to see that 
while choice of frame geometry, hub type 
and other equipment evolves, the choice 
of saddle among champions remains a 
constant. 

We also happen to be proud support-
ers of Call Me Daddy and are excited to 
be on hand when they start the 2014 
season with a new team member, Luca 
Semeraro. Luca joins Will and Paulo on 
the back of Greg’s thoroughly amicable 
departure at the end of 2013 for another 
season of 3-2-1 Polo!

call Me DaDDy
Another stellar season 
as Parisians continue 
to hold court

PARIS, FRANCE  ·  Author: Gareth Lennon 

Since the invention of the bicycle, man 
has challenged himself to prove the 
limits of his endurance. In December 
1886, Thomas Stevens already became 
the first man to circumnavigate the 
earth by bicycle on a large wheeled ‘or-
dinary’ bicycle, also known as a penny 
farthing. 

After Guinness became the World’s 
authority in record-setting, in 1984 
Nick Sanders was the first to set a Guin-
ness World Record for circumnaviga-
tion by bicycle and cycled over 13,000 
miles around the northern hemisphere 
in 78 days. However, in 2003, Guinness 
changed the rules and increased the 
requisite distance to 18,000 miles and 
between 2005 and 2012, the record was 
broken no fewer than 6 times.

In the past five years, Brooks has 
supported a number of record-break-
ing cycling circumnavigators, including 
Julian Sayarer, James Bowthorpe, and 
Vin Cox. Interest in this singular pur-
suit having taken hold again, with the 
advent of global tracking technology 
where for the first time we could follow 
the riders and see photos and hear sto-
ries in real time. 

This led inevitably to the first World 
Cycle Race in 2012, contested by 9 
unsupported riders who departed from 
Greenwich Park, London on 18 Feb-
ruary. The winner, Englishman Mike 

Hall, finished on 4 June and set a new 
record of 107 days which remains the 
fastest unsupported circumnavigation. 

Second place Richard Dunnett 
completed the 18,000 miles on 7 July 
and Irishman Simon Hutchinson be-
came the third and final rider of the 
nine to complete the required distance, 
arriving back in London on 27 July.

On 22 December 2012 Juliana 
Buhring returned to her home in Na-
ples to complete the fastest female cir-
cumnavigation in a time of 152 days 
under the new rules.

Competitors in the 2014 World Cy-
cle Race will get the chance to re-write 
the record books once more, as this year 
the Adventurists invite riders to contest 
the mother of all bicycle races; the sec-
ond edition of the World Cycle Race.

Starting from one of 3 locations 
around the world cyclists will need to 
cycle 18,000 miles around Planet Earth 
in an easterly or westerly direction 
without backtracking and making sure 
to pass through two antipodal points en 
route. The WCR is a single stage race 
and the clock runs continuously un-
til all the riders have have lapped the 
planet and reached the finish line at 
their point of departure.

The official race will start in Green-
wich, London, on 1 March 2014 at 12 
noon preceded by a peloton group ride 
from the launch ceremony at Marble 
Arch. 

The 2014 World Cycle Race 
race can be followed in real-time 
at www.theadventurists.com and at  
blog.brooksengland.com.

Wcr 2014 sTarTs
1sT MarcH
The Adventurists 
take the reins of this 
years’ WCR

LONDON, UK  ·  Author: Oliver Parsons  

www.worldcyclerace.com



When talking about frame building, it’s 
hard not to talk about Dario Pegoretti.

Dario’s career began in 1975 and he 
has spent almost 40 years refining and 
honing his craft. His approach to bicycle 
construction has been a significant influ-
ence on the way in which modern bicy-
cles are made. A pioneer of TIG welding, 
Dario has been experimenting with this 
method as early as 1985. Many of the ma-
terials in his frames have been made to 
his specifications, from the tube sets, to a 
custom carbon fork, and matching Chris 
King Headset. Dario has built frames for 
pro riders, including Miguel Indurain, 
Marco Pantani, Stephen Roche, Clau-
dio Chiappucci, Mario Cipollini, and 

Andrea Tafi. The bikes he builds today 
are a culmination of the experience and 
knowledge gained throughout his lengthy 
career, these frames are truly among the 
finest you will find on the market. 

Dario was kind enough to show us 
around his new workshop in Roncegno  
and say a few words on his illustrious ca-
reer...

How did you come to start your ca-
reer in Verona?
I grew up in Trento and moved to Verona 
when I was 18 to study, and also I was 
racing bikes and I had an offer to join a 
team there.

Did you become interested in frame 
building whilst you were racing?
No, at first I just needed a job. My fa-
ther-in-law, Lugino Milani was a frame 
builder, he asked me to come and work a 
few hours a week and I said yes. After 6 
months I was completely fascinated.

What were the materials like when 
you first started building?

In ‘75 there was only steel, steel and lugs, 
nothing else. Everybody had the same 
diameter tubes, it was very standardised, 
there were not really a lot of options for 
the builders.

Were there other builders that in-
spired you at the time?
I was passionate about the frames by Vit-
torio Malagnini, he was a friend of my 
father-in-law, when he came to the work-
shop to talk I would try to absorb some 
things from him. He was a really great 
builder. There were a lot of very good 
small builders in the 70’s.

Did you learn how to fit bikes right 
at the beginning?
I became interested in bike fitting when I 
was 25 or 26. I worked with a small team 
in Illasi, it was a very important experi-
ence. After building the frames from the 
measurements, I could watch them train 
and see how the riders felt and looked on 
the bike, so comparing the data from the 
body measurements, and what I saw in 

training I could develop the idea of how 
to fit the bike. Many people think it’s pos-
sible to fit a rider into a number but it’s 
not completely true, the right feel on a 
bike is a connection between the build-
er and the customer. In my opinion, it’s 
more experience than numbers.

When did you start building bikes 
under your own name?
In ‘98, so not really a long time ago. Be-
fore that, I worked for sometime as a con-
tractor for different brands. At the begin-
ning of the 90’s frame-building changed 
a lot, from the Lugged frame to the 
TIG-welded frame. I started to build my 
first TIG frames in ‘85, but nobody had a 
great interest then. By ‘93 I was ready and 
received a lot of requests as a contractor. 
TIG frames change things a lot, they offer 
more freedom to the builder and the pro-
cess is faster, with TIG you can change 
diameter, shape, everything.

  

  How many bikes do you make in a 
year now?
300 - 380, depending.

Do you have other people that work 
with you making the frames?
We are a very small company, I have Die-
go who spends all his time on the paint 
and graphics. Marco who prepares the 
tubes and tacks the frames. I also have 
Pietro who does some of the brazing and 
prepares the frames for paint.

What made you stick with steel all 
this time?
The material is just a part of a project, it’s 
not the final result. I have respect for the 
new materials, you can have a good idea 
and build a good carbon bike or you can 
have a bad idea and build a bad carbon 
bike. The same is true for steel. I use steel 
because it is the material that I know 
best. I was born with steel. I feel better 
when I work with steel, there is a synergy.

a sTeel caNVas
An interview with  
the near peerless  
Dario Pegoretti

RONCEGNO, ITALY  ·  Author: Jim Holland  

www.pegoretticicli.com

Winter Cycles - 1918 
www.winterbicycles.com

Ahearne Cycles - Manifest 2.0 
www.ahearnecycles.com

Oak Cycles - Randonneur 
www.oakcycles.com

Feather Cycles - Classic Road  
www.feathercycles.com

Sven Cycles - Roadster  
www.svencycles.com

Horse Cycles - Self-Sufficient Tour Machine  
www.horsecycles.com

Panda Bicycles - The Action  
www.pandabicycles.com

Cherubim - Pista 
www.cherubim.jp

Donhou Bicycles - Pimento Stuffed 
www.donhoubicycles.com

Breadwinner Cycles - Aufderheide  
www.breadwinnercycles.com

Vogel Fahrradrahmenbau - Raw 29er 
www.vogel-rahmenbau.de

Swallow Bicycles - Classic Road 
www.bicycles-by-design.co.uk

We probably don’t need to tell you that steel has seen a 
resurgence in recent years, with Frame-builders num-
bers currently swelling to healthier figures every year, 
something about which, Brooks could not be happier.

The miserly of spirit might ask why anyone needs 
a handmade custom bike? There are of course multi-
ple answers to this question, but perhaps the simplest 
is that this is not really about need. 

For most cyclists bikes are an object of desire, the 
custom bike is perhaps the highest elevation of that, 

the bike that keeps you awake at night, the bike for 
which you seem to be endlessly saving, the bike you 
will not be selling. Some high-end stock bikes might 
have a higher price tag, but a hand-built bike is com-
pletely unique, made and finished specifically for 
you, exactly as you want it. This is something that 
marque brands just can’t offer, nor will they make 
you a cup of tea when you go round.

There are many more practical reasons too. If 
you are really racking up the miles, you need some-

thing that fits perfectly and there is no better way 
to achieve that than a custom frame. Not to men-
tion the myriad of options that can be built in, wider 
tyre clearances, custom racks, integrated dynamos, 
sleeved seatposts, locking stems, bespoke bar stem 
combos, bamboo seat tubes… the list is endless. Per-
haps a better question is why would you want any-
thing else?

This kind of workmanship and attention to de-
tail marries up with Brooks like a finely mitred tube. 

Just take a look around any handmade show and 
you’ll see our saddles atop a great many of the bikes.  
To be part of these meticulous builds is something 
we consider a very high compliment and recommen-
dation. Bespoke bikes become finer and finer with 
every passing year and we can’t wait to see what our 
saddles will be perched above in 2014! 

Below is a small selection of handsome builds that 
have previously caught our eye. 

BuilDs oF DisTiNcTioN

LONDON, UK  ·  Author: Jim Holland  
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A horizon of 360 degrees, the most vivid 
and rich blue skies you only dream of and 
at times standing on my tippy toes thinking 
I might actually be able to pluck a cloud 
from the heavens. Days would pass with 
seeing exactly 2 buses and a half a dozen 
motorbikes pimped out with neon colours 
and a speaker loaded on the back pumping 
American hip hop. Washboard roads and 
sometimes jeep tracks that cut through the 
plateau in the general direction I think I 
want to traverse. Locals have placed stones 
along the edge of the roads in hopes to pre-
vent the tourism industry loaded into Land 
Rovers from ruining this desolate, dry, arid 
and vacant space. 

My feet sore from walking, inspecting 
the soles being worn down in the heels 
and at times catching my feet dragging. 
The sun is boiling my skin and I have every 
millimetre covered except my face and the 
two top knuckles of my fingers. If I get out 
of the sun, I freeze. 

I have no detailed maps, just some crap 
tourist map of China, as I never intended 
to cross into the Tibetan Autonomous Re-
gion. My riding partner of six weeks, that 
I had randomly met in Litang, and I had a 
very heated, abrupt, and emotional break-

up in the middle of a yak field days after 
crossing over. Along with the absence of 
maps, there was also no fuel for my alco-
hol stove as we had come to rely on his gas 
burner. I would NEVER find myself to not 
be self sufficient again.

Every night in my camp, marking the 
weeks since I had a shower, I would ex-
amine my feet noticing they are turning 
more and more blueish. My fingernails 
are pulling away from the bed, my ears are 
constantly ringing along with the constant 
“thud” of my heartbeat felt within my ear 
canal and all over my head. Lying down in 
my tent with the inability to sleep, hungry, 
I wonder if this is what it feels like to be 
buried alive. At times I genuinely feel like 
I am going insane and even avoid nomads 
because I do not want to alert them to the 
mad woman on a bicycle.

This was the time of my life. These 
weeks and the months leading up to it 
would mark a major transformation of who 
I was and who I am today. Realizing how 
damn insignificant I am in this world, as 
Eleanor, as a human, and how we all are at 
the complete mercy of nature. There is no 
fresh water on the plateau, hail storms can 
give you a twenty minute warning and beat 
the hell out of you. Snapping tent poles 
because of the cold wind blasting at you 
and there is no wind shield at 5400 me-
tres. Pouring cold water into your instant 
noodles while you set up your bed for the 
night hoping they will be soft for consump-
tion in a few minutes. I had to eat as my 
6’ frame was already down to 53 kgs a few 
weeks before and I know it was probably 

much lower at this point. Looking at my 
hands I could see the veins, tendons, and 
bones protruding more than ever before. 
Catching a glimpse of my hip bones in the 
tent at night, sometimes I wondered how I 
even had any strength to carry on during 
the days. There was NO option.

I have never felt so free in my entire life. 
People ask if I was lonely these days and 
I honestly can say the fullness I carried in 
my heart kept me company every second. 
If I looked hard enough along the horizon 
I could spot a nomad and a young child...

or a shepherd woman perched on a cliff 
watching over her flock of sheep. Finding 
a nomad gypsy camp and witnessing an 
outrageous Shaman ritual or spending the 
morning helping a family of 10 children 
prepare for a journey to a local market. Life 
is full of richness and fleeting moments of 
pure bliss, but you have to keep moving 
forward, keep taking risks, keep placing 
yourself out of your comfort zone to en-
counter these seconds that make up an 
entire journey... of life.

With no maps, fear of water supply, I 
must trust myself because I have no one 
to help me. When you stand on a slight 

rolling hill on the plateau and you can see 
hundreds of kilometres ahead with no sign 
of human life, you have to convince your-
self there is no other option but to go for-
ward. I’m not going to lie. It was tough. It 
was one of the most emotionally demand-
ing experiences of my life, but I managed to 
enjoy every second of it too. 

This part of my tour of 26,000 kilo-
metres is one of a few where it was more 
than just cycling. It was about self discov-
ery, learning lessons of life and becoming 
an emotionally and mentally stronger per-
son. Moments that are brought to mind 
to get me through the days where I find 
myself back in society a little over a year 
after pausing my tour. I say “pause” because 
I will never feel that it has concluded.

I watch our society want, and at times, 
expect immediate gratification and results. 
Summiting passes sometimes takes days 
and a whole lot of patience. One reason 
I cycle alone is because I really enjoy the 
ride up. I probably take a lot more breaks 
on the roadside than most, where I can 
stare out into the beauty of the world and 
time seems to lose all meaning. There is 
nowhere to be, no one to meet, no agenda. 
I’ll get to the top when I’m ready...there is 
no rush for me and the hours spent on the 
side of the road thinking and having reve-
lations about life that I will forget the next 
day is what a lot of my tour was about.

Now it’s very evident this is also how I 
approach life. At 34 my photography ca-
reer is just beginning to be something I can 
call a profession and rely on it completely 
for income. I received my first camera at 14 

and was accepted into a programme at 19. 
As you can see, I’m not the kind of person 
that gives up and I remind myself it’s about 
developing a stable and reliable grounding. 
Who can summit a 5040 metre pass with-
out weeks of training leading up to it?

There are too often times we can’t fore-
see or predict the outcome from our ac-
tions. We must have faith that something 
ahead will peak out and our hopes and 
dreams will be exceeded. Holding a steady 
pace and carrying on while remaining to 
have hope will take us far. Expectations? I 
carry none. Adding that to a load varying 
between 60-80kgs at time could be very 
very hefty. I’d prefer to be surprised when 
I summit that mountain that lies distant 
within my site.

When I feel like life is just spiralling out 
of hand and the switchbacks never seem to 
cease I put myself back on the saddle and 
return to the mindset that got me through 
those years navigating around Asia. I con-
tinue to take risks while trusting myself and 
knowing there are also millions of people 
in this world who would be more than hap-
py to help you if they can. Reminding my-
self I am at the mercy of nature, it will be 
left up to my own strength and will power 
to survive, or rather, excel.

Life is like a very, very long bicycle ride. 
I have no idea what the destination is but 
I am certainly enjoying the journey...wher-
ever it leads.

eleaNor MoseMaN, 
PHoToGraPHer, aDVeNTurer.
Moving photography 
takes in the humanity 
and natural beauty of 
far away places

THE FAR FAR EAST  ·  Author: Eleanor Moseman  

www.eleanormoseman.com

“ There is nowhere to be,  
no one to meet, no agenda.  
I’ll get to the top when I’m ready.”
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“ Summiting passes 
can sometimes  
take days.”
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Crashing through the trees he comes… 
smiling branch to branch. An old face, 
like the sun shining through the heel of 
a loaf of bread, his round, tanned head 
bursts into joy and a mouth erupts, 
glows… smile takes over the entirety of 
wizened features and eyes begin to beam. 
He means no harm, that much is for 
sure, but why has he tracked me down 
and why’s he so excited? He throws his 
arms up, up and around as if he can’t get 
over something. Old skin goes flapping, 
he grabs me by the hand, starts pumping 
at me like a well in a drought. He’s ogling 
my bicycle, and though it seems perfectly 
friendly, I still don’t understand, not until 
he points back through the trees, from 
where he came, and there, propped on 
its stand, is his own bicycle. He’s marvel-
ling, marvelling and shouting Russian like 
there’s no tomorrow, he starts pointing at 
cranks, at panniers, slaps his forehead 
and then beckons, gestures that I follow 
him through the trees. He slaps at a plas-
tic laundry bag strapped above the back 
wheel, he moves across the bike, pointing 
at the old derailleur arm, shifters on the 
frame, he slaps at his saddle, strokes it, 
and then points back towards my bike 
and sets to marching back once more.

Suddenly he straightens, wants to talk 
business, euphoria subsides, pragmat-
ics… he wants particulars. He points at 
himself… ‘Anatoly’… and I repeat, ‘Ana-
toly’… and he shakes his head and points 
at me, sticks a finger right at me, right 
into my own chest. ‘Julian?’… I offer. He 
cups hand to ear. I cotton-on, point at 
him, ‘Anatoly’… point back to myself… 
‘Julian’. He takes my arm, shakes it a 
second time, we’re getting somewhere. 
He licks a finger, starts speaking Rus-
sian very slowly, word at a time, just in 
case I can start picking it up. He speaks 
and points, points to sky, then points to 

ground, and I hear the cadence of a list, 
I hear a ‘Smolensk’… I catch Smolensk, 
I repeat it, and he repeats it, only louder, 
so that there’s no mistaking we’re talk-
ing about Smolensk. I unpack a map… 
we peer in together, Anatoly’s Russian 
accelerating as a finger draws invisible 
lines. He’s ridden to Belarus, south to 
Kiev, to Kremenchug, where we stand… 
and now, now to Kharkov, to Kharkov 
where… he raises a fist beside his head, 
pulls the whistle… choo-choo!… and 
catches the train home to Smolensk. 
Anatoly draws numbers on the map, 
straight line and three hoops… one 
thousand kilometres! He shouts, a finger 
triumphantly into the air, face all aquiver 
with the smile that swallows his eyes into 
a pair of puckers. He points again… lis-
ten now… he starts drawing more num-
bers, but only two this time… a seven, a 
two. He thumps himself on that golden, 
liver-spotted sternum of his, which thuds 
like a heavy floorboard. And I smile, be-
cause Anatoly is seventy-two years old, 
has just cycled a thousand kilometres on 
his old bike, and still brims with the en-
ergy of a boy. He raises a finger again… 
listen now… points at me, finger in my 
chest. He wants my number… I give him 
a two, a four, and I’m twenty-four, and if 
Anatoly does not howl with laughter. He 
doesn’t believe it, clasps his hand to his 
forehead to stop his brain falling open in 
disbelief. He covers his mouth, chokes on 
his tongue and then buries his face in his 
hands. Anatoly emerges, agape, stares, 
then glances at my bike. He straightens, 
he’s realised something, intake of breath. 
I look at him, look at my bike, he’s staring 
at the saddle, the honey brown leather 
and wide, copper rivets, hammered heads 
shining in the morning sun. He steps to-
wards it, hesitantly, as if confronted by 
some true beauty. His eyes and mouth  
open, he raises a hand, slaps it down, 
plants palm upon saddle and shouts… 
‘da!.. da!... Brooks!’… And for one single 
moment, the two of us know exactly what 
one another are talking about.

ukraiNiaN 
Brooks 
MeeTiNG
Friends can be found 
in the most unusual 
of places

LONDON, UK  ·  Author: Julian Sayarer 
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To go for a bike ride in the English coun-
tryside is to follow in a tradition that 
goes back to the very earliest days of 
the bicycle. It was in February 1869 that 
John Mayall and two friends rode early 
French ‘velocipedes’, heavy machines 
made from iron and wood, from London 
to the seaside at Brighton, 51 miles away. 
The journey took around 12 hours, not 
exactly fast, but caused a sensation as it 
demonstrated the radical possibilities of 
the new invention. Victorian industri-
alists improved bicycle technology rap-
idly over the decades that followed and 
ever more people followed in the tracks 
of those early pioneers, riding out from 
crowded, smog-bound towns and cities 
in search of fresh air, nature and the pas-
toral idylls of their imagination.

Today, southern England is one of 
the most densely populated parts of the 
world, yet with a bit of careful route 
planning it’s possible to avoid all the 
shopping centres, industrial parks and 
suburban sprawl and find real tranquil-
lity, whether along the Saxon Shore 

of East Kent, the wild desolation of 
Romney Marsh and Dungeness, Eng-
land’s alternative ‘land’s end’, the roll-
ing downland of Sussex, the riverside 
paths of the Thames valley or the beech 
woods of the Chilterns and the sunny 
coastal flatlands of Essex and Suffolk. 
This is thanks to the remarkable net-
work of quiet, narrow country lanes that 
criss-cross the landscape, the capillary 
counterpart to the arterial roads that 
carry most motor traffic. On these lanes 

it is easy to forget the modern world, to 
be transported back in time to the earli-
est days of cycle touring. 

Of course, the bicycle is a relative 
newcomer to the scene. The story of our 
country lanes is the story of Britain itself, 
from the long-distance drovers’ roads 
that date back to the Bronze Age to 
the dead straight Roman military roads 
and medieval pilgrims’ trails. Over the 

years, countless journeys have literally 
worn themselves into the texture of the 
land: dark ‘hollow ways’ with high banks 
overgrown with snaking beech roots, or 
the chalk scars across the downland are 
testament to countless feet, human and 
animal, that have travelled the same 
way. Lanes pass through every kind of 
land, from pasture and meadows to an-
cient woodland, heath and scrub. Their 
hedgerows and verges are green path-
ways and a haven for wild fauna and 
flora, some of which can be eaten. It’s 
more than just late summer blackber-
ries: in early summer gather wild garlic 
for a novel twist on pesto or elderflowers 
for cordial. Later in the year try damsons 
for chutney, sloes for sloe gin and chest-
nuts for roasting.

It is only by bike that travellers can 
combine freedom and speed with to-
tal immersion in the surroundings: the 
sun, wind and rain, and every sight, 
sound and smell. As Ernest Hemingway 
put it, ‘it is by riding a bicycle that you 
learn the contours of a country best, by 
sweating up the hills and coasting down 
them’. 

Jack Thurston is the author of Lost 
Lanes: 36 Glorious Bike Rides in Southern 
England (Wild Things, £14.99). 

losT laNes
Rediscovering the 
green arteries of our 
pleasant land.

LONDON, UK  ·  Author: Jack Thurston 

Following the death and subsequent cre-
mation of his father in 2013 Julian Wong 
hit upon the fine idea of returning “Baba” 
to his place of birth in southern China, 
so last summer he duly packed the ashes, 
swung a leg over his B17 and set off. 

As a resident of California, Julian ini-
tially crossed the southern U.S. states and 
upon reaching the east coast, flew from 
Florida to Norway. On arrival, he began 
making his way stealthily through Scan-
dinavia and onwards into eastern Europe.

As someone with an interest in Bud-
dhism and an enthusiastic yoga practi-
tioner, Julian has been dropping into vari-
ous monasteries and places of worship on 
his tour. He has also managed to stumble 
upon the occasional, ahem, private still.

The kindness of strangers is always a 

theme whenever we take a closer look at 
anybody on a long distance ride. Julian’s 
experiences have eloquently exemplified 
the ever-readiness of random people to 
help lost or ill-looking people on bikes 
whether it be with directions, lunch, a 
bed, shots of hooch, or even free welding.

Yes, Julian’s frame has been in the 
wars. He had a nasty crack taken care of 
in Serbia last November, but Julian re-
mains pessimistic about the chances of all 
three of them (Julian, the bike and Baba) 
making it to China in one piece.

Other “rolling repairs” have involved 
the slicing and drainage of a nasty staph 
infection by a Latvian claiming to have 
“studied medicine” followed by some 
distinctly Rambo-style stitching and 
munching tablets for a lot of tummy up-
sets that you probably don’t need to read 
about. He has also defended his muesli 
from a lynx.

Thankfully, so far his Brooks Saddle 
and Bar Tape have been bearing up fine.

The need for calories on such a jour-
ney is self evident, so it’s probably more 

than coincidence that landscapes and 
architecture lag photographically far 
behind food on Julian’s regularly updat-
ed online travelogue (pilgrimsandashes.
com). Wherever he rides, there miracu-
lously tends be something whipped and 
sugared or battered and fried nearby. Or 
at the very least, triple distilled...

We wish Julian safe and happy riding 
through Europe and Asia over the com-
ing months.

His FaTHer’s asHes
Bathtub Gin and 
Fried Dumplings on 
the road to the East

CROATIA (At time of printing)  ·  Author: Gareth Lennon 
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Unni, why are you using a bicycle 
for this trip?
A bicycle is the most accessible of all 
modes of transport in India. It lets you 
travel through villages as well as navigate 
India’s crowded urban streets. It also al-
lows for more of the interactions I would 
like to have with people along the way.

What kind of physical preparations 
have you made? 
A team of sports medicine professionals 
have helped me prepare, as well as offer-
ing physical therapy support during the 
tour. The focus has been mostly on core 
conditioning and endurance training. I 
have also been advised on recovery nutri-
tion while on the road. This trip is by far 
the longest cycle tour I have attempted. 

Can you tell us a little about the 
equipment you’re using? 
I will be using a Schindelhauer “Unni-
cycles Tourer”, a customised version of 
their Ludwig XIV model, equipped with a 
Gates Carbon Drive belt and a 14-speed 
Rohloff. It goes with out saying that I 
have a B17 on top, Land’s End & John 

O’Groats panniers and other different 
touring gear from Brooks. 

When you were a child, was there 
a particular bike you wished to have? 
And do you remember much about 
your first bike?
A Raleigh Sports three-speed bicycle. 
I do not remember much about my first 
bike. If I am not mistaken it was a BSA 
single speed.

You’ll be riding through rather ex-
treme changes of altitude and weather 
over the course of your trip. What kind 
of stopovers will you be making?
Yes, I will be cycling and occasionally stay-
ing over for a day or two for rest or for 
meetings and discussions I have planned 
with medical students and others. For 
example, the first stage from Srinagar to 
Gurgaon lasted 19 days during which I 
took two rest days in Jammu and Delhi, 
spoke to medical students in Srinagar and 
Ludhiana, and took part in film screenings 
in Chandigarh and Delhi.

You may find yourself far from a 
bike shop at some point, how useful are 
you with a spanner and a set of Allen 
keys and a tyre lever?
I can attend to some of the basic repairs. 
I spent a day at Schindelhauer being 
schooled in the art of maintenance.

In your time as head of MSF, is there 
one particular change you’ve helped 

bring about that you are more proud of 
than anything else?
We constantly try to improve the quality 
of care that we provide. In many instanc-
es, models of care developed by MSF 
in various parts of the world have been 
replicated and scaled up by governments 
and other organisations. The past years 
have however been challenging. Health 
workers are increasingly being targeted 
for the care they provide. Undoubtedly 
the worst moment of my tenure was the 
decision to leave Somalia, after 22 years, 
leaving many parts of the country with-
out health care.

The start of your trip coincides with 
the finish of your tenure as Internation-
al President of MSF. If this tour goes 
well, what would be the next country 
you’d like to cycle through as an MSF 
ambassador?
I have not much time to think of it. I have 
received enquiries from Greece and from 
Japan to do similar tours to raise aware-
ness about medical humanitarian action.

And where would you like to ride if 
your MSF capacities weren’t a part of 
the equation?
I have been thinking about cycling 
around Iceland for a while now. The ter-
rain and the extreme weather conditions 
however are daunting.

Former Doctors With-
out Borders President 
takes to the road
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“ Over the years, 
journeys have worn 
themselves into the 
texture of the land”



“ The best saddle ever for me. 
It is a joy to ride.”

Christian, UK
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www.brooksengland.com/cambium

caMBiuM saDDles  
ForGiNG aHeaD

“ It feels like I’ve had  
this saddle forever”

Pat, UK

“ I love this saddle. I feel like 
this is what my ass has been 
missing for 37 years. 

BB, USA

“ Outstanding. Great Design!  
Way exceeded my expectations 

Scott, USA

“ Very comfortable with no 
break in and waterproof!  
I love my C17 ”

Doug, USA

“It’s my PERFECT saddle”

Oda, Germany

“Brooks Cambium is a range of saddles 
made from vulcanized natural rubber and 
organic cotton canvas enhanced by a thin 
layer of structural textile for added resil-
ience and the legendary Brooks longevity. 
The uniquely flexible, maintenance-free, 
waterproof top is designed to follow the 
rider’s movements to deliver immediate 
comfort and ease of use.”

So it was that we announced the start 
of a campaign to introduce the Brooks 
Cambium over one year ago, which be-
gan with a testing phase where we sent 

out over 150 Cambium models for testing 
and extensive feedback. Here is a small 
sampling of what we received:

“I really didn’t notice it was a new 
saddle - felt broken in right from the get 
go. The canvas top also minimizes sliding 
around, a benefit on rough trail surfaces. 

AS COMFORTABLE as my favour-
ite saddle, the B17 Champion Special, 
I think you have winner here.” David, 
United States

“I know it’s a break from the tradition-
al but this saddle is amazing. It’s not only 

an instantly comfortable ride but it looks 
fantastic and is maintenance free too! 
I’ll probably still go with my B17 on tour 
but only out of sentimentality! Well done 
Brooks.” Michael, UK

“I was surprised...I set it to the same 
position as the B17 that it replaced and 
didn’t even have to make a tweak...”

Dan, United States
By now, news of the success of the 

Cambium C17 has surely reached every 
corner of the cycling world. This inno-
vative and revolutionary model has not 

only won over the hearts of most of the 
150 test riders, but sales and feedback 
have shown that this technology is win-
ning over the marketplace as well.

Following the success of the C17, we 
began testing the C17 Carved, a model 
which shares the registered cutting of the 
Imperial line, to relieve pressure on the 
perineum experienced by some long dis-
tance cyclists. 

Now, Brooks is ready to launch the 
test phase of the next member of the 
Cambium family, the C15, designed with 

road racing, commuting, and fast touring 
in mind.

The C15, much like the Brooks Swal-
low and Swift models, features a slim 
profile designed to provide more flex and 
greater pedalling clearance. Suitable also 
for MTB use, the C15 is likewise water-
proof and fully serviceable making it a 
model well suited to rigorous use and un-
intended abuse. 



The design of what is now the new range 
of unstitched leather cycle and leisure 
bags arose from our collaboration with 
the Royal College of Art. Once the bag 
was seen it was deemed to be in the 
family of Brooks Products, and most ex-
citingly for me and my team is was to be 
manufactured in our Smethwick factory.

This type of bag had to follow the 
same production methods of the saddles; 
i.e. clicking, wetting, first form, trimming, 
final drying, prep, then assembly.

The starting point was to create a pro-
duction route, so with our product devel-
oper Jhojan Pardo we wrote the method 
“What is needed” and “How to produce”, 
which are typical terminologies in pro-
duction speak. Ok, we have the concept 
of “What is needed”. Now for the real 
tricky part: “How to produce”. As we 
progressed, each route had its challenges 
to overcome.

The leather had to be the right type 
and thickness, testing our tannery, the 
finish had to be natural, the leather had 
to be of a moulded type to form the radius 
shape without stretching. From design-
er drawings, we were able to make the 
special tooling, clicking tools for cutting 
each part and top and bottom moulds to 
fit our leather presses. Tolerance between 

top and bottom dies was critical: too tight 
the leather would stretch and crease, too 
loose and we would not form the radius 
shape of the bag

Wetting times and first form drying 
were measured to see how the leather 
reacted, too dry or too wet would cause 
problems in forming and for the hand 
trimmers. We then had made drying 
moulds to hold the shape of formed parts.

After all the long hours, many pro-
duction runs and frustration with leather 
rejects, the relief on the faces of my team 
once we finally had of “How to produce” 
the new range of bags for assembly was 
more than noticeable.

BaG ProDucTioN 
iN BirMiNGHaM
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Moulded Bags  
Newest Offering 
from Smethwick

Company 1918 Products

The 2013 recipient of our annual Brooks 
Employee of the Year award was an-
nounced at the Smethwick Works just 
before the Christmas break. Stacey Kerrod 
joined the Brooks Team 18 months ago to 
work on the front desk in the Smethwick 
offices. Her main roles were to meet and 
greet visitors and answer the telephone, 
forwarding calls to relevant departments.

At just 20 years of age, with only a few 
years of work experience, she was under-
standably quite shy during her first few 
weeks, but her cheerful and polite per-
sonality was an instant success amongst 
everyone. She soon began to “find her 
feet” and settle in with her new Brooks 
“family” members.

Stacey stepped in to help the team out 
with a temporary shortage of manpower 
in our packaging department and this saw 
her spend a couple of hours each day on 
the factory floor. This short-term diver-
sion proved to be the key to boosting her 
self-confidence.

Stacey’s success story at Brooks is 
one of continuing self-improvement. Her 
strength lies in her willingness to accept 
any new challenge asked of her and to 
quickly learn the procedures involved. 
Her working day now goes beyond that of 
a front desk lady.

She has established herself in a solid 
administrative support role in the activ-
ities of the Smethwick site.

The Stacey that we have today is very 
noticeably different to the young girl that 
started here in 2012; she continues to 
mature and blossom at Brooks and is a 
reliable, energetic and popular member 
of Team Smethwick.

eMPloyee oF  
THe year
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Stacey Kerrod  
honoured for  
distinguished service

Folding Bike Trading are folding bike 
specialists in Malaysia since 2009, and 
are the sole distributor for many bicycle 
brands and accessories, including Brooks.

Their mission is to spread to their cus-
tomers their passion for folding bikes as 
fun and responsible transportation and 
bring this culture in as part of our lifestyle. 

FBT believes that good service ex-
tends far beyond the initial sale. They 
love the rapport they’ve established with 
their customers and are constantly seek-
ing out new and better ways to give them 

more for their money. FBT has intimate 
knowledge of each of the brands that 
they carry, and are confidently armed 
with an array of resources to help you 
find the model that best fits your needs. 

FBT is yet another Dealer of Excel-
lence that pride themselves on their 
unique ability to provide what they be-
lieve is truly appropriate for each individ-
ual. Whether you already know exactly 
what you want, or if you’re starting from 
square one, they invite you to come in 
and let them help you find the ride that 
fits you best. With their motto “Experi-
ence Nature”, they know what kind of 
adventures await.

Folding Bike Trading,  
Selangor, Malaysia

Dealer oF 
THe year
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Dealer of Excellence 
proudly serving  
Malaysia

Brooks has been making cycle bags nearly 
as long as its famous leather saddles, now 
for over 120 years. In the past five years, 
the Brooks range of cycle bags has grown 
dramatically once again and now com-
prises models over five main lines: Leg-
acy, Transit, Utility, Expedition and Cult. 

The newest in the Brooks range are 
the bags of the Utility line, made from 
waterproof fabric and built for everyday 
use in the city. The Dalston medium and 
small knapsacks, the Hackney backpack 
and the Euston medium and small shoul-
der bags are all constructed in Italy from 
bluesign® standard textile and genuine 
vegetable-tanned leather. Brooks has 
chosen to use bluesign® fabric, because 
the bluesign® stands for a sustainable 
textile production. Textile manufactur-
ers certified by blusign eliminate harmful 
substances right from the beginning of 

the manufacturing process and set and 
control standards for an environmental-
ly friendly and safe production. This not 
only ensures that the final textile product 
meets very stringent consumer safety re-
quirements worldwide but also provides 
confidence to the consumer  to acquire a 
sustainable product.

Besides the materials used to make our 
new Utility bags, these tough, yet easygo-
ing and practical bags feature innovative 
straps and fasteners, bottle holders and 
many thoughtfully designed pockets. The 
design of each bag has been thoroughly 
tested to provide the maximum comfort 
whilst carrying.

Available at Brooks Dealers worldwide 
or online at www.brooksengland.com
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