
childhood,’ recalls Maceo Eagle. 
‘I started working for Nishiki 

[bicycle manufacturer] some 53 years 
ago,’ says Kusaka. ‘Then, 32 years ago,  
I started my own label, Vivalo.’ 

The story of two very 
special bikes made for 
Wallpaper* Magazine
Milan, Italy

W
e just couldn’t let our 
special Wallpaper* 
Magazine Handmade Issue 
pass without trying to come 
up with a beautiful bike 

– or two. But we weren’t interested 
in changing the fundamentals. This 
project was more about the application 
of smart ideas, a call-up for genuine 
craftsmen. We began by choosing our 
frame builders, Shiko Matsuda and 

The longest, toughest, 
most dramatic adventure 
competition ever
London, England

I
n 2010 Vin Cox set off from London 
with his bike “in search of 
adventure, in aid of charity, and 
in pursuit of a Guinness World 
Record”. He managed all three. 

On 18th February 2012, participants 
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HANDMADE FOR 
WALLPAPER*

Shuichi Kusaka, two men who made 
their names creating bikes for the 
fi ercely competitive keirin market 
in Japan. Keirin is cycle racing at its 
toughest – riders propel their machines 
around a steeply banked track at speeds 
of up to 70kmh, and their bikes are 
light, strong and entirely bespoke.

Maceo Eagle is one of the founders 
of esteemed US-Japanese operation 
Kinfolk Bicycle Company. Their frames 
are created by the 71-year-old Kusaka. 
In 2008, Eagle travelled to Kobe to meet with Kusaka in his workshop. 

He left knowing he’d found a builder 
he wanted to work with. ‘It was his 
age, his workshop and his hands – 
his hands reminded me of the  hands 
of the wooden boat builders of my 

HANDMADE WALLPAPER: The exhibition for Wallpaper*’s Handmade Issue in Milan, Italy

WALLPAPER HANDMADE 
EXHIBITION & SPECIAL ISSUE
7–8 June 2010

GLOBAL BICYCLE RACE
18 February 2012

(continues on p. 3)

A
s guardians of the legend of 
John Boultbee Brooks, we 
like to think of our founder 
as a farsighted entrepreneur. 
If the Brooks Saddle nowa-

days is regarded as an icon of cycling 
and a quintessentially British 
manufacturing tradition, it was 
initially born as a revolutionary 
product from the great ingenuity 
of Mr Brooks himself. Innovation is 
as much a part of the Brooks Legacy 
as tradition, both in product design 
and communication. This third 
issue went to the printers just a 
couple of months after we started 
the Brooks Blog. With all of the 
possibilities technology allows us, 
you might wonder why we keep 
using paper and ink. Indeed we 
could make a digital magazine, 
but this we could not get into a 
saddle box, or on the shelves of 
our dealers. Call us old fashioned, 
but we love the smell of ink and 
the feel and sound of paper, just 
as you probably like the smell and 
touch of our leather. Therefore we 
decided to continue this tradition. 
It has been diffi cult to select the 
contributions for this issue of the 
Bugle, the space limitations of this 
format required that we left out 
many interesting things. Hopefully 
what you read in the following 
pages will stimulate your curiosity 
to have a look at what else we have 
to say on the Brooks Blog and on 
our Facebook Page. 
As we wrote in our fi rst blog post, 
it occurred to us over time that
as a company, we occupy a privileged 
position from which to observe the 
phenomenon of cycling in society;
perhaps there are few more qualifi ed 
to comment on this subject than we.
Our history, experience, involvement,
and reach result in a unique viewpoint, 
at a crossroads where tradition 
meets innovation, sport mingles 
with lifestyle, and function tolerates 
aesthetics only slightly. 

We hope you enjoy this third 
edition of the Brooks Bugle. 

THE POLO 
CHALLENGE
(more on bike polo on p. 2) 

in Vin’s Global Bicycle Race will 
probably have similar motivations.

Vin’s concept is to bring all 
record attempts for fastest global 
circumnavigation by bicycle under 
one roof in 2012, thereby turning a 
physically and spiritually rewarding, 
yet often solitary pursuit, into a huge, 

shared experience. In accordance with 
Guinness World Records criteria, 
riders will travel a minimum of 18,000 
miles around the world, carrying 
GPS trackers so their progress can 
be followed. The quickest fi nishers 
should arrive back at Greenwich 
Park, London, just as the Olympics are 
beginning in the English capital in July. 

Touring experience, or a background 
in endurance sport might be helpful, 
but it is hoped the format will appeal 
to all men and women with an active 

(or vicarious) hunger for adventure. 
A live race tracker, along with riders’ 
personal accounts of daily progress 
via Facebook, Twitter, etc. should 
help make the Global Bike Race a 
truly memorable and uniquely well 
documented colossus of a cycling event.
Get your Brooks broken in - now.

GARETH LENNON

www.greatbikeride.com/globalbicyclerace
www.facebook.com/Brooks.England
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THE EXTRAORDINARY
BROOKS PICNIC RIDE

48 HOURS OF BIKE POLO

BROOKS FACTORY: Group photo before riding to Blackwell Court in the pouring rain

This year’s CMWC 
raises money for 
displaced children
Pana, Guatemala

S
ince its inception in Berlin in 
1993, the Cycle Messenger World 
Championships have been a 
unique blend of competition and 
camaraderie that can best be de-

scribed as a cross between the Olympics, 
Burning Man, and Oktoberfest. Having 
graced the streets of major metropolises 
like Tokyo, Sydney, Toronto, Budapest 

100 teams meet in the 
German capital to 
crown a World Champ 
Berlin, Germany

T
he adage about that which is 
good for people in the plumbing 
supplies business not always 
being also good for the owners 
of multi-storey car parks has 

never been truer than today, and so 
it is that the resurgence of hardcourt 
bike polo continues in its failure to 
show any indication of having reached 
terminal velocity.

    The recently held 2010 World 
Hardcourt Bike Polo Championships 
saw just short of 100 teams converge 
upon Berlin for a weekend designed 
to establish the pecking order among 
players from an estimated 250 cities 

with so-called “active scenes” across 
the globe.

As for this years’ tournament, 
depending on whom you asked, the 
Americans were excessively robust, or the 
Europeans simply weren’t looking after 
themselves properly. 

Whichever of the two viewpoints 
approximated more closely a version 
of the truth, it cannot have escaped 
the attention of many that the newly 
crowned World Champions happen to 
hail from Milwaukee, the most famous 
brewing city in the US.

and New York, the 2010 incarnation also 
took on a charitable angle and visited, for 
the fi rst time a Latin American country.

Lead by Guatemalan/Canadian Nadir 
Olivet, the event featured a variety of 
races, including a fi gure-8 Velodrome 
called La Ocho, a bike polo tournament, 
sprint race, a bunnyhop competition, 
a cargo race, a group ride around the 
volcanoes surrounding beautiful Lake 
Atitlan, and the work-simulation Main 
Race through the cobblestone streets and 
alleyways of “downtown” Pana.

Between the parties, races and good 
times shared by all, participants were able 
to help local school children by donating 

clothes, bikes, toys and art supplies, as well 
as by collecting over $2,000 to purchase 
food, water and medical supplies for the 
over 100 families displaced from their 
homes, forced to take shelter in a local 
basketball arena because of mudslides.

ANDY ZALAN

For information about winners and 
events, or to make still-needed donations, 

visit www.cmwcguatemala.com

COURIER CHAMPIONSHIPS HIT SOUTH AMERICA

A HELPING HAND: Messengers skitch a ride at the 2010 CMWC in Guatemala

3, 2, 1, POLO!!! Beaver Boys and Machine Politics fi ght to be crowned World Polo Champions

CYCLE MESSENGER WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Next in Warsaw, 27-31 July 2011

HARDCOURT BIKE POLO 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS
Next in Seattle, Sept./Oct. 2011

A cycle through the 
English countryside in 
our fi nest riding attire

“

”

GARETH LENNON

See the video on our YouTube channel at: 
www.youtube.com/user/brooksengland

Visiting Brooks for 
the Extraordinary 
Brooks Picnic Ride.
Birmingham, England

C
olourful rows of bike saddles 
line long racks. Bins fi lled to 
the top with all manner of 
shiny and polished Flyers, side 
rods and seat noses checker the 

room. Loud booms, bangs and whizzing 
sounds fi ll the air as workers operate 
machines – some at least 50 years old 
– that churn out springs and sheets of 
metal or stamp nameplates and holes.
This is the Brooks England Ltd. factory 
where the well-known leather saddle 
and bike bag manufacturer produces 
comfortable and durable accessories 
and posterior supports for cyclists 
around the world.

Taking the saddles from fl at leather 
mats to seats fi t for the open road is 
a team effort, and the workers at the 
factory showed how it’s done to the 
close to 50 journalists from around the 
world who gathered there for a tour on 
June 8, 2010. 

The factory, located in Smethwick, 
West Midlands, UK, is where it all 
happens: from cutting out the pattern 
of the saddle, to moulding the shape 
of the seat and securing the leather to 
the frame with copper rivets.

Established in 1866, Brooks has a 

Our day wouldn’t have been 
complete without a cycle through the 
English countryside in our fi nest riding 
attire. The 2010 Extraordinary Brooks 
Picnic ride was a 17-mile jaunt from 
the Brooks factory, along the beautiful 
network of canals in Birmingham and 
over to Blackwell Court, the former 
Brooks family home.

It poured rain that morning, 
so many of us – including me – were 
furnished with Brooks’s new John 
Boultbee Oxford Rain Capes. 
The capes, which have refl ective material 
woven into the fabric in certain places, 
kept my upper half perfectly dry and quite
toasty. The cape comes with magnetic 

ties at the front that you hook over 
your handlebars – producing a tent 
that protects your legs and feet.

Inclement weather aside, we shared 
a lot of laughs, a couple of bumps and 
repairs and a lot of stories from our 
respective homes. The surrounding 
environment was a marvel to look at, 
with old brick and stone houses – some 
with thatched roofs – fi elds with grazing
sheep and cows and brick lanes. Plus, 
I got to ride on the left-hand-side of the 
road, which was a thrilling experience 
along the narrow streets still dominated 
by the personal automobile.

I met some wonderful people from 
Brooks and other bicycling publications 
and got a taste of England, including 
fi sh and chips and bangers and mash. 
The ride and factory tour were certainly
highlights of the trip. Not only good 

long history of fashioning saddles that 
presently cater to the sensibilities of 
traditionalists, everyday cyclists and 
performance riders alike.

The leather is mostly sourced from 
farms in England where the cows 
roam in open pastures. Exposure to the 
elements makes their hides thicker and 
produces the required fi ve-millimetre-
thick leather Brooks demands for its 
saddles. The toughness of the leather is 
why Brooks saddles can last a lifetime.

After the saddle pattern is stamped 
out – cowhides used to make the leather 
seats come from the back and rump of 
a cow – the spare leather is used for 
accessories, such as leather grips and 
the ends of handlebars.

It’s an incredibly hands-on process: 
from soaking the leather to make it pliable,
to moulding it into the proper shape, 
smoothing the edges of the leather and 
fi nally affi xing it to the metal rails and 
springs. And it’s refreshing to see that 
Brooks is still producing quality saddles 
in this traditional manner.

THE EXTRAORDINARY BROOKS 
PICNIC RIDE
8 June 2010

excuses to dress up, act the refi ned 
cyclist and test out some Brooks gear 
– including their saddles – for an 
afternoon, the trip was a reminder of 
the origins of cycling.

Bikes with pedals – known as 
velocipedes (fast feet) – have been 
ridden in Europe since the 1860s. 
While much has changed in the world 
of bikes since then, some things remain 
the same, such as handmade saddles 
and the warmth and moisture wicking 
properties of a good tweed jacket.

SARAH RIPPLINGER from MOMENTUM

www.momentumplanet.com
See the video on our YouTube channel at: 

www.youtube.com/user/brooksengland



Trained in textile design at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
Ginther took up a carving tool soon 
after she graduated. ‘The initial idea 
to carve a saddle was inspired by an 
art project,’ says Ginther. ‘My friend 
and I received a grant from the city of 
Madison to build and curate a mobile 
museum that could be pulled behind 
a tandem bicycle. The tandem needed 
some decoration and the idea for 
carved saddles was born.’ 

The 26-year-old artist carved 
out a design by tattoo artist Marco 
Hernandez, then added a sprinkling of 
Wallpaper* asterisks. Too beautiful to 
use? Not at all, says Ginther. ‘Just treat 
the saddle with Brooks Proofi de or 
other wax-based products, much as you 
would a regular saddle.’ We can’t wait 
to saddle up. 

GORDON KANKI KNIGHT 

from WALLPAPER* MAGAZINE

www.wallpaper.com

Few builders can boast such long 
experience, but it comes as a surprise that 
Kusaka became a frame-maker not
because he loved bicycles, but because 
he loved the idea of striving to achieve 
perfection. ‘Why bicycles? I just 
happened to work for a bicycle company.’

When Kinfolk presented Kusaka 
with its concept for the Wallpaper* 
bike, the team worried he might not 
go for it. But Kusaka jumped at the 
chance. ‘And he was very happy to have 
made something different from the 
frames he’s been making for the past 
20 years,’ says Australian Kinfolk co-
founder John Beullens.

Two identical frames were built 
and then sent to the US to be painted 
by Coat, a company with a reputation 
for being the best in the business. 
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Based in Portland, Oregon, it was 
started by Sacha White, owner of one 
of America’s most lusted-after bicycle 
brands, Vanilla. 

We also needed a bike for the man 
about town looking for a short, sharp-
looking commute. Which is why we 
called on Shiko Matsuda, who works 
under the brand name Level. He began 
creating frames in 1975 and fi ve years 
later passed the tough Japan Bicycle 
Promotion Institute test, giving him 
the right to make frames for the keirin 
circuit. The affable 65-year-old gets to 
know every one of his clients before 
creating a frame for them. 

‘It doesn’t matter who the rider is, 
we always meet to talk about the frame 
before I build it, even if he’s the best 
rider in Japan, because there’s always 
more to achieve,’ says Matsuda. ‘For the 
Wallpaper* bicycle I hoped to appeal to 
those who can appreciate its beauty.’ 

The Level bicycle features a B17 
saddle, but with a twist. ‘It’s our 
oldest and most successful model, 
in production since the 1890s,’ says 
Brooks marketing manager Andrea 
Meneghelli. ‘But the B17 that we’ve 
made for Wallpaper* is white, a colour 
that’s not in production because it’s 
very diffi cult to make.’

Topping the Kinfolk bicycles is the 

CARVING OUT A 
NICHE FOR HERSELF

Swallow model, in production since 
1937. ‘It’s the fi rst modern-looking 
racing saddle,’ says Meneghelli. ‘But 
the Swallow we made for Wallpaper* is 
also special as it has large copper rivets 
instead of the standard small steel 
rivets.’ Copper riveting is a specialised 
trade – the rivets must be carefully 
hammered into shape. One miscued 
strike can render a saddle worthless. 
In all, it took fi ve people to create each 
of our Brooks saddles, but for one of 
our Kinfolk saddles, we wanted to add 
another layer of input, so we sent it off 
to Kara Ginther.

Kara Ginther 
transforms Brooks 
Saddles into artworks
Madison, USA

T
he past twelve months have 
been a blur. It has been 
almost exactly one year since I 
carved my fi rst Brooks saddle, 
launching my career as a 

leather carver. I would love to take this 
chance to pause, breathe and share with 
you the amazing and unpredictable 
path that has led to the success of Kara 
Ginther Leather.

I spent my undergraduate career at 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
majoring in Design Studies with a 
focus on textiles. I developed a great 
affection for repeat pattern and the 
majority of my work involved the 
creation and application of pattern 
onto traditional surfaces like fabric 
and wallpaper. Eventually I began 
to consider application of pattern on 
untraditional surfaces, particularly, 
the human body. I began to study 
the history of tattoos, intrigued by 
what motivated a person to illustrate 
their personality in such a permanent 
manner. In an effort to mimic the 
tattoo, I turned to screen-printing and 
embroidering leather. Then, in one 
of those inspired and synchronistic 
moments that artists wait for, I grabbed 
a wayward lino tool and ran it over a 
scrap of leather. The surface cut like 
butter, curling away to expose the softer 
under layer in a beautiful contrasting 
color. I was instantly hooked and spent 
the next several years experimenting on 
everything leather: bags, belts, coats, 
boots and luggage.

I carved my fi rst Brooks saddle in 
September 2009. My friend had just 
purchased a new saddle and for reasons 
that still elude me, offered his as a 
test. I will never forget that fi rst cut. I 
have yet to fi nd anything that carves as 
nicely as a Brooks saddle. The leather is 
perfectly fi rm; the contrast is crisp and 
beautiful. Today and dozens of saddles 

later, I still feel this thrill. 
I love creating intricate things by hand. 
I love that this work requires discipline 
and focus. I love the adrenaline rush 
that comes with knowing that one slip 
could ruin the design forever. I love that 
the patterns I carve could potentially 
last for hundreds of years, changing 
through wear and tear of the object.

Most of all, I love interacting with
customers who display such enthusiasm 
for creativity and self-expression. 
Cyclists seem to be clamouring for 
ways to display their unique personality
through their bikes. This makes sense to
me. Cycling is indicative of the widespread
movement toward simplifying our 
lifestyles. Simplifi cation ultimately 
means eliminating the things in our 
world that are superfi cial and disposable.
Instead, we are learning to surround 
ourselves with things that are of high 
quality, function and beauty. We are 
learning to acquire goods that refl ect 
our unique selves and lifestyles. 
We are learning to customize our lives, 
rather than falling into predetermined 
molds of the past. I sincerely believe 
that as a designer and craftsperson, it
is important I offer goods and services 
that encourage authentic self-expression.

I would like to extend a huge thank 
you to every Brooks representative, 
retailer, cyclist and enthusiast who has 
helped make this past year amazing.

KARA GINTHER

www.karaginther.com

SALONE DEL MOBILE: Wallpaper Handmade Exhibition at Brioni House, Milan, 5th-7th April 2010

Kara Ginther’s 
work on display in 
travelling show 
USA

Inviting Kara Ginther to exhibit 
her saddles at North Central 
Cyclery was a very natural idea. 
The Saddle Works event was in 
some ways groundbreaking for us, 
but in other ways very congruent 
with how we operate. 

We are proud purveyors of 
Brooks products and always strive 
to make our store’s selection known 

in creative and inventive ways. 
Kara’s saddles epitomized our 
“beautilitarian” ethic, using notable 
craftsmanship to achieve superior 
aesthetics without sacrifi cing 
functionality. 

The saddle exhibition proved 
very successful as an engaging 
winter event in DeKalb. It also 
served as a good springboard event 
for Kara; the Saddle Works exhibit 
which began in our store in DeKalb, 
Illinois then travelled onto both 
Denver and Los Angeles.

TOBIE DEPAUW

www.northcentralcyclery.com

“SADDLE WORKS” EXHIBITION

Cyclists seem to be 
clamouring for ways 
to display their unique 
personality through 
their bikes. 

“

The B17 for Wallpaper* 
is white, a colour 
that’s not in production 
because it’s very 
diffi cult to make

“

”

A bike for the man 
about town looking for 
a short, sharp-looking 
commute. 

“

”

”

SKINDEEP: A close-up of the saddle Ginther carved for the Wallpaper* exhibition

HANDMADE FOR WALLPAPER* 
(continued from p. 1 )
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L’EROICA E LE STRADE 
BIANCHE DELLA PASSIONE
Vintage bikes, 
gravel roads and 
plenty of wine

Tuscany, Italy

O
nce again Brooks was back 
as a supporter of  L’Eroica 
in Tuscany. Last year’s event 
was the biggest yet, with over 
3,500 participants turning out 

to challenge themselves over the 200km 
of gravel roads in the hilly Tuscan 
countryside. Last year a group from the 
factory dusted off their ten-speeds and 
rode the event again. 

L’Eroica was started as a fund-
raising and awareness campaign by 
Giancarlo Brocci, a man with both 
a passion for the preservation of the 
white gravel roads that give this region 
its age-old character, and the classic 
period of road cycling, personifi ed by 
the likes of Fausto Coppi and Gino 
Bartali. L’Eroica is the marriage of 
these two great passions. 

The growth of the event has proved 
a great success for the effort to protect 
the gravel roads, as well as for event 
organizers. Since its inception, the 
region has blossomed as a destination for 
cycling tourism, thanks to the 200km 
course that is permanently well-marked 
year round, as well as the new Spring 
Classic, the Monte Paschi Eroica, 
which follows a similar route and that 
draws big-name competitors like Fabian 
Cancellara and Danilo Hondo. 

All of this activity has made a big 
impact on the small village of Gaiole in 
Chianti, and in the past year the civic 
association has constructed a facility 
to help manage the event, expanding 
operations from the gymnasium across 
the road. Likewise the market for 
vintage parts and clothing has grown 
and is surely the best place to locate 
rare items to restore or complement 

a historic build. Not to mention 
outfi tting oneself in the wool garments 
of yesteryear.

Last year the weather was once 
again spectacular, still warm, and 
mostly sunny for the week surrounding 
the event. As usual, many of the 
participants arrived early to spend 
their days cycling and training around 
the region, shopping for food at the 
many markets, or taking advantage of 
the excellent restaurants who at this 
time are specializing in seasonal truffl e 
and porcini mushroom dishes.

The race itself begins in Gaiole 
in Chianti and winds its way up and 
down the forever hilly countryside, 
visiting many medieval hilltop 
villages along the way, making for 
an incredibly enjoyable experience. 
Most participants ride for a “short” 
distance, 25km or thereabouts, then 
stop to pause in a village possibly for an 
espresso, or at one of the rest stations 
set up by the event organizers. Some of 
the rest stations are stocked with food 

such as Ribollita, a Tuscan vegetable 
soup, cake, fruit, bread with oil, 
washed down with coffee, fruit juice, 
water and of course Chianti wine.

Much of the course follows the 
famous strade bianche, the white gravel 
roads of Tuscany, along which one 
passes countless vineyards and olive 
orchards, both of which at this time are 
ripe and bursting. Along the way groups 
of locals are hand-picking the grapes 
that will go to make the fi nest wines. 

Not to be forgotten, amidst the 
culture and charming atmosphere, 
is a truly demanding cycling tour. 
Flat stretches are rare, and downhill 
segments mercilessly over too soon. 
What one does quite a bit at L’Eroica 
is climbing, so if climbing is your game, 
this is the event for you. The climbs are 
23% in some places, where you will see 
nearly every rider dismounted, silently 
and slowly making their way towards 
the next crest, followed inevitably by 
another long climb. 

BREGAN FAIKA

See the video on our YouTube channel at: 
www.youtube.com/user/brooksengland

Riding the legendary, 
gruelling Paris-
Brest-Paris race
France

I
t was in order to exceed the physical 
demands of Paris-Brest-Paris that 
Geo Lefevre conceived and Henri 
Desgrange organized the fi rst edition 
of the Tour de France in 1903. 

First run in 1891, Paris-Brest, as it is 
commonly known amongst les anciens 
of the ride, was then and is now the 
reference for feats of cycling endurance.

The professional road race of 120 
years ago is no more, of course; by 
1951, when the last edition was won 
by Maurice Diot in the all-time record 
of a little under 39 hours, few top-
level racers cared to train for such an 
arduous event, especially one that was 
normally run only every 10 years.

Paris-Brest became the province of 
cycle tourists and, later, “randonneurs”, 
who had taken part since the second 
running of the event in 1901. 

Unlike pure audax riders, who must 
respect minimum time limits at controls, 
randonneurs are permitted to ride P-B-P 
at unrestricted pace and start in the 
fi rst wave with a maximum time limit 
of 80 hours. It was with this group that 
I started in 1999 with my regular riding 
companion, Cole Wright. We made 
it back to the start point in the Paris 

suburb of Gyancourt after less than 
three days on the road with a very clear 
idea of the demands of such a challenge.

Perhaps the least of them is the 
need to keep pedaling, since the 
average speeds required for any of the 
three time limits – 80, 84 and 90 hours 
– are not onerous of themselves. More 
diffi cult is to minimize the time spent 
off the bike, which can eat into the 
time limit at an alarming rate. Eating 
and drinking can be done quickly 
enough, but after a couple of days the 
need to sleep can become overwhelming 
and it is all too easy to lose several 
hours napping either at one of the ride 
controls or by the side of the road.

Most challenging of all, however, 
must surely be the business of sitting 
on the saddle after two or more days. 
An hour or so after leaving a control 
the pain eases, only to return with 
added severity on leaving the next one. 
We did meet one British cyclist, riding 
fi xed wheel, who after 60-odd hours 
sounded happy enough with his seat, 
but he was riding a Brooks B17. Maybe 
he knew something we didn’t.

RICHARD HALLETT  from RCUK

www.roadcyclinguk.com
www.paris-brest-paris.org

THRILLS AND SPILLS AT THE KNUTSFORD PENNY FARTHING GREAT RACE

A VINTAGE DAY: Period-appropriate riders take to Tuscany’s famed ‘Strade Bianche’

PARIS BREST

(NO) ORDINARY RACE: Photo courtesy of Matthew Hind of Men’s File Magazine

PARIS BREST PARIS: Departure of the 1891 race in front of the Petit Journal building

L’EROICA
Next Edition on 2 October 2011

PARIS BREST PARIS
21-25 August 2011

THE KNUTSFORD PENNY 
FARTHING GREAT RACE
Next Edition in 2020

Knutsford, England 

A
merican “Wheelmen”, Con-
fl icted Luddites, Moustache 
Cultivators and Assorted An-
tipodean Throwbacks gather 
in the town of Knutsford, 

Cheshire every 10 years in order that 
they might avail of the decennial op-
portunity to ride the fabled “Great 
Race”.  The brainchild of Glynn Stock-
dale - the largest collector of penny 
farthings in the UK - “The Knutsford 
Great Race” was born in 1980.  A trip 
to Knutsford in a year containing at 
least two noughts is now considered 
a must for anybody in possession of a 
Penny Farthing.

In 2000 when the 3rd Great 
Race happened, there was a biblical 
downpour in Knutsford on the day the 
Great Race was held. I remember it 
well, when the stream and lake running 
along side the course overfl owed onto 
the track. Human counters who were 

stationed about the course and charged 
with keeping count of riders’ laps using 
only pen and paper understandably 
handed up little that was dry or legible. 
In order to counteract such an eventu-
ality, the 2010 Great Race, went all 
modern with laps counted using a com-
puterised transponder system, which 
did the job beautifully, until rather 
charmingly, in all the excitement hu-
man error still managed to have its way, 
and the winner of the team category 
was announced to be team “Spend A 
Penny” who had in fact only registered 
the second highest lap total.

I rode the 2010 event with 4 other 
team members under our very own 
“The Old Bicycle Company” team on a 
50” tangent spoked bicycle of unknown 
maker. After the fi rst lap, it became 
apparent that 10 years had not done me 

any favours and that only 6 laps at full 
speed were in my legs. It also became 
apparent that rider no 38 was to be 
avoided at all costs. Not only could he 
not speak the Queen’s English which 
was required to alert other riders of 
faster riders passing, but he was on a 
mission to win the event and rode like 
a man possessed. Obviously, there was 
the occasional ‘spill’ in the 3 hour race, 
mostly caused by rider 38 which one 
or two spectators rather fortunately 
recorded with their video cameras. Just 
go to youtube and type in “Knutsford 
Crash” if you don’t believe us. 

The victory fell to Jim Brailsford, 
who also won the Great Race back in 
2000, and will be looking to make it 
“three in a row” in 2020.

TIM GUNN 

www.theknutsfordgreatrace.co.uk
www.theoldbicycleshowroom.co.uk

www.mensfile.com
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Four daredevils 
take on the Tour’s 
‘Etape Assassine’

Pyrenees, France

I
n the years following its assimila-
tion into the portfolio of stage 
routes, other Tour de France riders 
would come to be associated with 
Col du Tourmalet, the highest col 

of the Pyrenees, and for a variety of 
reasons; from the ingenuity of Eugene 
Christophe to the assuredness and 
dominance of Federico Bahamontes.
But it is Octave Lapize and his brief, 
pained exclamation directed at Tour 
founder Henri Desgrange and other 
waiting race offi cials at l’Aubisque in 
1910, “Vous êtes des assassins!”, that 
best sums up the unique challenge the 
Tourmalet has presented for the past
100 years. And it is Octave Lapize whose
statue, every summer, is ceremoniously
reinstated at the mountain’s summit.

The 1910 Challenge ride was to 
honour Lapize and his contemporaries, 
as well as the Tourmalet stage originator 
Alphonse Steines (his reconnaissaince 
tour of the route in January 1910 
concluded with his rescue by a search 

Imagine an armada of 
400 tweed-clad dandies 
cycling around London…
London, England

I
t is not every day you see 400 tweed-clad 
cyclists leisurely riding through the streets 
of London. Nor is it a common affair to see so 
many smiles on the faces of bemused passers-by 
on those busy streets. But that is exactly what 

the annual Tweed Run brought with it on the 
sunniest day London experienced in April 2010.

Described by bloggers as “the most dapper 
bicycle ride in the world”, the Tweed Run began 
in 2009 and is the brainchild of Ted Young-Ing. 
After stumbling across a couple of pairs of amazing 
tweed plus fours in a vintage shop in Edinburgh, he 
needed an excuse to wear them. “I thought it would 
be fun to get a group of friends together and dress 
up for a ride, but then it suddenly grew to an even 
bigger idea and became The Tweed Run,” Ted says.

Brooks England, Pashley Bicycles, Rapha 
and Hendrick’s Gin came on board as official 
sponsors of the event, which is in aid of the 
charity, Bikes4Africa. This year’s Tweed Run 
saw dapper chaps and elegant dames ride from 

as far afield as Paris,Washington, and Tokyo 
descend on London for the event, which set off 
from the Chelsea College of Art and Design on 
the north bank of the River Thames.

As we gathered for a pre-race natter and a 
quick cup of tea, it was as though we’d stepped 
back in time, pulling up next to penny-farthings, 
tandems and vintage racers, some of which were 
over 100 years old. This day was about beautiful 
Harris Tweed jackets and vintage capes;  

knotted silk cravats and jaunty flat caps.
Before setting off, we huddled together for a 

quick group photo in front of the Tate Britain as 
chaps smoked on ivory pipes and old-school cigars, 
throwing their fl at caps into the air in anticipation 
of the great day ahead.

As the tweed fl ag was waved, signalling the 
start of the ride, we pedalled towards Buckingham 
Palace en route via the House of Parliament and 
Big Ben. Fob watches peeped out of horseshoe 
waistcoats, ladies with victory rolls perched 
on bicycles with fl owered wicker baskets, and 
handlebar moustaches came leisurely around every 
corner. In fact, chaps with the most admirable of 
facial hair stopped to compete for the title of ‘Best 
Moustache’ sponsored appropriately by gentlemen’s 
barber, Geo F. Trumper’s.

The set rode on jovially to Kensington Gardens, 
for a very civilised lunch of English tea and 
cucumber sandwiches. After this leisurely stop 
accompanied by a three-piece string band, the route 
took us on a sartorial detour through Mayfair and 
along Savile Row, where the Huntsman tailors 
inspected the Tweeders from head to hem for the 
‘best-dressed’ competition.

As the gracious group of Tweed Marshals rode 
on ahead halting traffi c, even London’s notoriously 
ill-tempered motorists were surprisingly hospitable. 
Passers-by doffed their caps and tourists looked on 
baffl ed at what seemed a typically goodhumoured 
English pastime.

As the vintage safety car followed behind, 
enticing the stragglers with G&Ts, we saw 
St.Paul’s Cathedral up ahead signalling the fi nal 
home stretch. The event drew to a close with 
swing dancing and gin-and-tonics all round in the 
Bathhouse in Bishopsgate; a fi tting end to the most 
pleasurable day I’ve ever had on a bicycle.

With offi cial Tweed Runs organised in Tokyo 
and New York later in 2011, as well as the many 
imitations the event has spawned globally, there is, 
as Ted Young-Ing would say, “just enough time for 
you to contact your local tailors.”

STACEY COTTER & RUTH COSTELLO

www.tweedrun.com
See the video on our YouTube channel at:

www.youtube.com/user/brooksengland

party and the following well-meant 
yet mendacious cable to Desgrange – 
‘Tourmalet crossed. Stop. Very good 
road. Stop. Perfectly acceptable. Stop. 
Steinès.’), giving four amateur riders 
(Ultan, Mat, Graeme and myself) the 
opportunity to cycle the same route as 
the leg-shattering stage 100 years ago.

At 3.33am on the morning of 21 
July, we rolled out of the hotel grounds 
after an unusually big preparatory 
breakfast and a few minutes later we 
were climbing the Peyresourde. 
The whole thing was unreal. And it was 
raining. Our four light beams traced 
irregular patterns through the pitch 
black. I was breathing hard already 
and all I could think about was the 
food I had stuffed into my face that my 
stomach was now trying to deal with. 
I wanted to reject the whole lot and start
again. This was going to be a long ride.

One hundred years ago, the fi rst 
riders to attempt this stage got to the top
of the Peyresourde in 57 minutes. We made
it in 1hr 15min. The admiration we 
had for Octave Lapize and co. was 
already immense. It would continue 
to grow throughout the ride until it 
turned into something else – total 
incomprehension. How, we wondered, 
were they able to ride that strong and 

push on those pedals that hard?
Climbing was, in fact, the easy part. 

After our descent of the Peyresourde in 
the rain, we were all cold – and slightly 
shocked. We had narrowly missed two 
large deer, a fox, and several large rocks 
washed on to the road by heavy rain, 
and almost gone off the track completely 
on a newly surfaced section. A century 
ago they had descended using candle 
lanterns bolted to the front forks.

We were all riding Brooks Saddles 
without having previously broken them 
in, but maybe the consequent pain in 
my butt distracted me from any pain in 
my legs. I made up my mind to change 
saddles in Argeles, our fi rst stop point. 
Once at Argeles, however, I’d come 

through the pain so decided to stick 
with the Brooks.

After our control point stop in the 
tiny village of Lanne-en-Baretsous, 
20km of fl at took us to the last main 
climb, the Col d’Osquich. Here,Graeme 
and I left Ultan and Mat to fi ght it out 
for the KoM prize. Spinning our way 
up the 6km climb, we tried to use the 
Basque scenery to take our minds off 
our legs. Graeme was suffering from 
jelly-legs; me from empty chicken legs, 
so we were happy to be the gruppetto.

Sheer willpower brought us 
triumphantly to the sign, “Bayonne 

7km”, from where it’s downhill to 
the fi nish. I felt a pang, not just of 
relief but also of regret. It had been a 
remarkable day of cycling and although 
I had nothing left, in a strange way 
I knew this was a unique ride and 
didn’t want it to be over. Even the 
Brooks saddle had given in to my 
determination. Bum and saddle seemed 
to have come to an understanding.   
Vive le Tour!

PHIL DEEKER from RAPHA

A WELL DESERVED REST: Tasting the local delicacies / Photo by Pete Drinkell

DAPPER CHAPPERS: Over 400 well-tailored people turned out to ride in this year’s London Tweed Run / Photo by Mark Fairhurst, www.markfairhurstphotographer.com

TAKING ON TOURMALET

FORGET SPEED, IT’S ALL ABOUT TWEED

See the video on Rapha’s website at: 
www.rapha.cc/1910-challenge-movie

How, we wondered, 
were they able to 
ride that strong and 
push on those 
pedals that hard? 

“

”

THE TWEED RUN
Next Edition in London on 9 April 2011
In Autumn 2011 in New York and Tokyo
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18,000 MILES
AROUND THE WORLD

The race becomes as varied as the 
people involved.

Cycling around the world is a self-
indulgent thing to do. Sounds good, 
but the feelings of autonomy and self-
reliance are so great that overcoming 
them can be the hardest part. 

You are on your own; the way and the 
will are entirely down to you.

JAMES BOWTHORPE

www.jamesbowthorpe.com
www.whatsdrivingparkinsons.net

I t’s not often that you get around six 
months to do exactly what you want 
to do. I’ve wanted to cycle around the 

world since I was 18 and I’ve wanted 
to raise money for “What’s Driving 
Parkinsons” since I started working 
there. That’s two big things already, but 
there’s more. 
I wanted to build my own hub 
charging system, I wanted to cycle in 
the evenings (not a natural early riser) 
and I wanted to ride my 10 year old 
Brooks saddle. I wanted to collect 
hand drawn maps along the way. 
I wanted to do an informal survey of 
the world’s Jaffa Cakes.
It’s fun to do things your own way. 
That’s part of the appeal and it was 
essential for me to mould the journey to 
myself.  Vincent’s idea of the ‘Global 
Bycicle Race’, where only the start 
and end points are defi ned, is brilliant. 

Different motivations, 
same ambitious goal

T
here can only be few 
dreams more appealing to 
avid cyclists than the one 
in which they pack their 
panniers with a tent, stove, 

can of beans and a couple of spare 
tubes, and set off on their bike 
with the intention of, literally, 
seeing the world.

In 2003, Guinness World 
Records formalised the rules for 
a ratifi able circumnavigation of 
the earth by bicycle. Since Steve 
Strange’s 2005 benchmark time 
of 276 days, six men have made 
attempts at the record, while 
many other recreational cyclists 
have proved that such feats of 
endurance cycling are no longer 
the preserve of an elite sporting 
brotherhood.

DOING THINGS MY WAY

ME, MYSELF AND I: All alone, somewhere in Asia.

JAMES BOWTHORPE
18,062 miles
175 daysThe current record holder is 

Vin Cox, who in August 2010 made
it back 163 days after jumping
onto his bike in Greenwich, 
having clocked up over 18,000
miles on an adventure which took 
him through 17 different countries.
In 2009, prior to Vin Cox’s new 
record, James Bowthorpe managed 
to circumnavigate the globe in 175 
days, reducing Marc Beaumont’s 
record of 194 days by almost 20 days. 
Julian Emre Sayerer further 
improved the record at the end of 
2009, riding 18,000 miles in 169 
days. These accounts of attempts at 
the same record by various riders 
are evidence perhaps, among other 
things, of the different motivating 
factors which can lie behind such 
human endeavour, but one thing 
unites them all. Their choice of 
saddle for the road.

GARETH LENNON

THE GUINNESS WORLD RECORD FOR FASTEST 
CIRCUMNAVIGATION OF THE GLOBE BY BICYCLE

A successful Guinness circumnavigation of 
the earth involves travelling a minimum 
distance of 18,000 miles. The journey must 
continue in one direction, east to west or 
west to east. Any mileage clocked up 
"doubling back" must be subtracted from 
one's total. Riders must pass through at least 
one pair of antipodal points, i.e. points 
which line up through the earth's centre. 

Examples include Auckland and Seville, 
Asuncion and Taipei or Perth and Hamilton, 
on the island of Bermuda.
The clock is stopped for time spent necessar-
ily travelling by air or sea.
A Guinness record for circumnavigation by 
bike by definition can be attempted only by 
solo riders. 
No support teams allowed.

James Bowthorpe, 175 days on a B17 Standard
Julian Sayarer, 169 days on a B17 Special
Vincent Cox, 163 days on a B15 Swallow
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BEAUTY AND SIMPLICITY

MY 169 DAYS OF POLITICS

I was rewarded and motivated to do it 
again the next day. Keeping an early 
rise routine was essential for record 
breaking but diffi cult while riding all 
those miles and crossing time zones.

I saw almost every sunrise in 
India, the cool of early mornings being 
well worth the effort. First light in 
India was when everyone got up and 
did things before it got too hot; dig 
the fi elds, drive trucks, sweep, burn 
rubbish, carry water, make ‘dung 
cakes’ for fuel, etc. A favourite old 
song lyric rattled around my head;  

B eauty and simplicity are often 
synonyms. Simplicity was my 
routine; wake with the alarm, 

put on clothes left drying overnight, 
check the bike, and roll out into the 
dark. Beauty was the sun-rise a few 
miles down the road. I didn’t always 
hit this ideal, but whenever I rose early 

‘the sun does rise in the eastern skies’. 
It reassured my morning navigation 
as I headed into the rising sun. Photos 
taken at dawn were the best. Low angle 
sun shows up detail and has fantastic 
colour. The low angle can be a problem 
of course; when riding straight into 
the glare it was hard to see, and drivers 
behind were very unlikely to see me. 
I had to temper my enthusiasm with 
caution and awareness. My fi nal dawn 
ride was my day leaving France. Slowly 
moving through cold, dark Breton 
lanes I was motivated toward the 
ferry by thoughts of my wife, family, 
friends, and the fi nish. Mist pooled in 
hollows and gracefully faded as the 
sun’s rays brought warmth. That day 
took me 114 miles to the ferry, and 
then another 54 miles in England. 
Thanks to that last early start the ride 
to the fi nish was gentle enough to have 
energy and composure for the occasion.

I’m proud to hold the World 
Record, but even when eventually 
that’s gone, I’ll remember the adventure 
and those sunrises.

VINCENT COX

www.greatbikeride.com
www.justgiving.com/Vin-Cox

I n the late-nineteenth century J. B. 
Brooks moved from the small town 
of Hinckley in Leicestershire to 

Birmingham to establish a business in 
horse harnesses and general leather 
goods. A century and a half later, 
I grew-up just outside that same town, 
with the industries of Brooks’ day 
long gone, and the communities of 
this former manufacturing region in 
steady decline. Youth unemployment, 
listlessness, drug addiction... Hinckley 
today is a far cry from the days of John 
Boultbee Brooks.

My connection with Brooks goes 
beyond our hometown. Riding a 
Brooks saddle I broke the world record 
for a circumnavigation by bicycle. 
18,049 miles in 169 days, 110 miles a 
day, my cause was politics. I wanted 
to protest that the beauty of travel 
should encourage us to make a positive 
difference in our own society rather 
than simply escaping it.

I encountered politics all through 
those 18,000 miles. In Romania, where 
the gypsy population, discriminated 
against by all of Europe, will hold out 
their hands to ask money of the passing 
cyclist. In northwest China, where the 
army stop you from entering Urumci 
because they do not want foreigners 
to witness the repression of Uyghur 
people protesting for their homeland. 
In the USA, in Louisiana, I stayed with 
a family in their trailer. I remember 
sitting on top of a cotton sack, the 
contents of which I was told was 30 
kilos of pecan nuts, picked by the 
father to sell to the wholesaler for $70. 
In the richest country on the planet a 
man will pick half his bodyweight in 
pecans to sell for just $70.

There are many tough decisions 
to be made in this world, which 
saddle to ride around that world on 
is not one of them.

JULIAN SAYARER

More stories from Julian at: 
www.blurb.com/books/1828568/pages/2

www.thisisnotforcharity.com

MORNING GLORY: One of the many sunrises witnessed by Vincent Cox

JULIAN SAYARER
18,049 miles
169 days

VINCENT COX 
18,225 miles
163 days
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46,000 MILES AROUND THE GLOBE
The vast freedom of a long 
adventure and the privilege 
of time and space

I 
would never have learned backgammon at a 
pavement café in Amman. I would never have 
drunk tej, Ethiopian mead, from a vase fl ask in 
a dim drinking den. I would never have heaved 
the helm of a yacht to run down the face of an 

Atlantic wave along the silver path of a full moon. 
I would never have camped beside the Straits of 
Magellan or on the banks of the Yukon. I would 
never have had my beard entombed in Siberian 
ice, eaten octopus in Tokyo or sat humbled in 
Samarkand’s Registan. I would never have ridden 

around the planet if I had not taken the hardest 
journey of all: stepping out of my front door and 
beginning the ride.

For four years I pedalled, mostly alone, 46,000 
miles back home across 5 continents. It was the 
best of times and the worst of times all at once. 
The thrill of new experiences was tempered by 
numbing boredom and loneliness. The challenge 
of solo travel fought my lazy streak dreaming of 
sofas and cappuccino. Developing world slums 
terrifi ed me then surprised me with gestures of 
welcome; I learned that everyone on Earth laughs 
at something funny. 

Being totally fi t, riding hard but comfortably 
over Andean passes with all your worldly 
possessions in a few small bags, no deadline to 
make and no persistent phone demanding your 

attention, the vast freedom of a long adventure 
and the privilege of time and space to evaluate 
what is and what is not really important in life. 

These are the things I appreciate most from 
my ride. I never thought when I began my ride 
that I would actually succeed.  The essence for 

me was not whether I succeeded in the end. More 
important was that I turned a dusty daydream into 
a reality, and reaped the rewards from taking time 
out from our hectic 21st Century whirlwind to 
smell the roses, smell the coffee, smell the stinking 
industrial wastelands, smell our amazing world. 
In our era of email and Chinese takeaways we 
glibly say that the world is a small place. That is 
nonsense: the world is enormous; certainly too big 
for a single lifetime.  I am fortunate that I took 
the chance to see a small part of it. For in hauling 
myself around a thin slice of our world I exposed 
myself to a massive great chunk of myself.

ALASTAIR HUMPHREYS

www.alastairhumphreys.com

CHECKING IN: Lost and miles from anywhere. One of Alastair Humphrey’s many adventures on his trip around the world. 

BROOKS SELECT range is based 
around the Swallow, B17, B67 
and Flyer. But rather than using 
standard quality leather, albeit 
only sourced from cows that aren’t 
intensively farmed, the Select range 
leather is sourced from ‘freedom 
farmed’ cows in Sweden. By using 
livestock reared organically outdoors 
in Scandinavia over many years, 
the leather yielded is tougher and 

stiffer, yet supple enough to provide 
the comfort usually associated with 
a well worn-in Brooks perch.

The saddles are left in their 
natural colour, so the fi nish is 
different on each. The Select models, 
Brooks claims, are much harder 
wearing than their equivalent 
standard saddles and feel noticeably 
stiffer too. So, as we’ve seen plenty 
of Brooks saddles that have lasted 
for decades, if the Select is as hard 
wearing as the company claims, 
this’ll be one perch you can pass on 
to your kids or even grandkids…

WARREN ROSSITER from CYCLING PLUS

www.bikeradar.com

Brooks’ new Select line 
offers organic leather 

T
he 1880’s were, arguably, the 
bicycle’s golden era. From that 
time we derived the so-called 
‘Safety Bicycle’, where, 
unlike the ‘Penny Farthing,’ 

riders could reach the ground with 
their feet. The same period also saw 
the introduction of the chain drive, 
pneumatic bike tyres, and the fi rst 
Brooks leather bicycle saddle (or seat.)

With almost 150 years of leather 
craftsmanship, Brooks continue to 
innovate, recently launching a line of 
vegetable tanned, organic leather bicycle 
saddles. Inspired not so much by a need 
to be ‘green,’ but by cyclist’s requests for 
even higher levels of performance.

Unveiled this past September the 

Select line was developed because 
Brooks customers with a penchant for 
high-mileage, such as randonneurs, 
long distance touring cyclists, bike 
messengers, etc, were asking for a 
stiffer range of bike saddles. Brooks 
determined that vegetable tanned 
leather sourced from cows reared for 
up to seven years on organic farms made 
for saddles that are even tougher and 
fi rmer than the standard Brooks saddles 
and thus, require an extended break-in 
period. Aside from being organic the 
leather is also traceable. Brooks advised 
us “that each saddle is marked in such a 
way that we can identify the exact cow 
from where the leather came.”

The line is called Select because 
supply of this grade of organic leather 
is limited to a few thousand hides 
per year. The cattle raised in this 
environment are described as growing 

at a natural pace, allowing for the 
production of unusually strong and 
resilient leather. While for many people 
$200 might seem like a lot to pay for 
just a bike seat, such a saddle would 
undoubtedly outlast many a cheap bike 
and indeed many a rider. And given 
that Brooks have some leather saddles 
that sell for $400, the Select line might 
even be considered excellent mid-range 
value. A company doesn’t get to stick 
around for 150 years if they aren’t 
making a quality product proven to go 
the distance.

WARREN MCLAREN from TreeHugger

www.treehugger.com

g
he distance.

LEATHER SADDLES GO THE DISTANCE

The world is enormous; 
certainly too big for 
a single lifetime

“

”
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Nick Hand takes us on a 
coastal ride around the Isles

I
n the Summer of 2009 I rode my lovely 
handmade Argos bicycle 4,600 miles around 
the coast of mainland Britain. Me and my bike, 
two Bristolians on a ride from Bristol to, well 
Bristol – the long way.
On arriving home though, something was 

missing. I had ridden around many islands on 
the journey. But had missed the biggest island of 
all, Ireland.

So last Summer, I packed my Brooks Panniers 
once more and hopped over to Belfast to continue 
my homeland adventure. The idea was to hug 
the coast and head clockwise around the Irish 
coastline until I got back to Belfast.

My goal was to add more soundslide 
interviews to the existing seventy-odd on my 
website. These are little audio visual portraits 
of folk I meet along the way. Often these are 
artisans, people with a passion for making or 
doing something.

Ireland is a stunningly beautiful place, in 
a way it is a compact version of all that is best 
about these islands. The mountains and valley 
passes are a cycling dream. Its people, both 
north and south, are funny and inspirational. 
I could see though that Ireland was in a pickle, 
hundreds of abandoned building sites, often with 
rusting bulldozers and concrete mixers. They are 
a country used to surviving tricky times, and I 
know that they will come through this one.

The view from the saddle is great. The road 
surfaces are similar to mainland Britain. But I 
would say that there are less narrow A roads to 
endure. I struggled a bit on the Cork ring road and 
getting in and out of one or two towns. The speed 
limit is a fast 100kph on many roads, so cars are a 
little speedier than in Great Britain.

The highlights were the rides on the 
peninsulas of the west coast, the Beara, the 
Sheep’s Head and Kerry too (once off the main 
road) were brilliant. As were the roads through 

OFF THE BEATEN PATH: Nick Hand takes the road less travelled, around the Coast of Ireland

WELL-TRAVELLED: Frank van Rijn will be chalking up a million kilometres in the saddle (Brooks, of course) this year

RIDING THE COASTS OF BRITAIN AND IRELAND

GREAT BIKE 
TRAVELLERS
The brave take 
our saddles to the 
ends of the world

T
o avoid discomfort, or 
possibly a debilitating 
injury that could leave one 
stranded in any number of 
inhospitable, dangerous, 

untoward, or, at the very least, 
unscheduled places, the Brooks 
B17, B67, Flyer, and their like 
brethren from our catalog have 
long been adopted by many of the 
greatest distance cycle travellers as 
a preventative measure.

Brooks has many relations with 
the mostly little known and unseen 
world of long distance travelling. 
These relationships always start 
off in the same manner, when one 
of these hardy individuals comes 

to thank us for making the saddles 
which make such efforts a pleasure 
for their nether regions.

Through these relationships 
we have come to know much 
about their exploits, and their 
personalities, which has in no 
small way left an impression 
on us. We have learned that the 
motivations vary greatly among 
this loosely connected fraternity, 
as do their personalities. We were 
amazed by the stories they told us, 
and the philosophies accompanying 
them, so that we wanted to fi nd a 
way to share some of this with the 
greater Brooks community.

So we have begun to record 
interviews with some of the fi nest 
among them, both to educate and 
entertain, but also to record their 
exploits for posterity. Beginning 
with Frank van Rijn, a Dutchman 
regarded as the second most-

travelled cyclist of all-time, a man 
who will likely see the 1 million 
kilometer mark before his travels 
have ended.

We also interviewed James 
Bowthorpe, a modest young man 
from London who attempted and 

briefl y held the record for the 
fastest global circumnavigation by 
bicycle last year, while attempting 
to raise 1.8 million pounds for 
Parkinson’s disease research. 

We also felt that James, due 
to his age, would provide an 

interesting contrast to a seasoned 
traveller like Frank. 

BREGAN FAIKA

These videos, and many more can be 
found on our YouTube channel at:

www.youtube.com/user/brooksengland

Ireland is a stunningly 
beautiful place, in a way it is 
a compact version of all that 
is best about these islands

“

”

Connemara and Donegal. The east coast is good 
too and there are some really well considered cycle 
routes like the Sean Kelly Waterford loop.

I made around thirty soundlslides and they are 
peppered with brilliant folk, amongst them:
-Austin from the Belfast Bicycle Workshop who 
breathes new life into old bikes and will then 
show people around his city on those same bikes.
-John, a great man and storyteller at the Ulster 
folk and transport museum, who put me up and 
introduced me to Champ, a staple Irish food.
-The ladies of Carndonagh who turned empty 
shops into an art project and taught bored 
teenagers how to spin and knit.
-Clive who is a great countryman and basket 
weaver.
-John, an Australian settled in Northern Ireland 
who makes his living making wooden canoes.
-Darren, an oyster farmer, and Karen, who weaves 
in the Danish tradition of her mother on the edge 
of Carlingford Lough.

I stayed with a crazy Michelin star chef 
who talked about life in a kitchen in Dublin. 
And with his mates Fearghal and Simon the fi rst 
Irishmen to cycle around the world. And with 
Rory O’Connell at one of the fi nest cookery 
schools in the world in Cork. The lovely folk at 
Kilmackillogue Pier who farm mussels in the bay, 
and Helen who runs the fantastic pub on the pier 
and who gave me two days cycling instructions, 
which turned out to be two of the best riding 
days ever. Chiara, an American girl who I met at 
a hostel in Dingle. Chiara had cycled 500 miles 
on her self built fi xie, with one set of clothes 

and a little courier bag. Dominique, Ireland’s 
only commercial letterpress printer. Martin from 
Clare, one of the best fl ute makers in Ireland. 
And many more.

Even in diffi cult times the people were so 
generous, several B&Bs refused to take payment 
and two people paid £1000 donations into my 
fundraising account for Parkinson’s UK. 

So you can see that in 36 days and 1800 
miles it is very easy for me to whole-heartedly 
recommend the big circular ride around the 
stunning Irish coastline.And it’s just a short 
ferry ride away.

NICK HAND

www.slowcoast.co.uk



www.brooksengland.com

BROOKS. UNQUESTIONABLE BRITISH TRADITION.
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Cooper car versus 
Cooper bike and the 
loser buys lunch

M
ike Cooper, son of motor 
racing legend John, is 
revving the vehicle next 
to me that bears his family 
name. It’s high noon and 

we’re here to settle the oldest grudge 
on wheels – which is better around 
town, car or bike? Racing on the 
public highway is illegal, of course, 
so it’s more of a duel… no, hang on, 
that’s illegal too. 

Call it a challenge. We’re lined 
up beside the Cowley Road factory 
in Oxford where the Mini was born 
in 1968, but lunch is booked in the 
city. Loser pays. 

I’m sitting on a T200 Champion-
ship 50 Cooper bike with a lugged 
steel frame in British racing green 
and leather Brooks saddle and bar 
tape. The bike is purest retro chic. 
Alongside, Mike is piloting his own 
Cooper Works Championship 50, which 
was made to celebrate the anniversary 
of winning the 1959 Formula 1 World 
Championships. I’m determined the 
bike will beat it.

Three, two, one…
We’re off. Or at least I am. I only 

told Mike where we’re going a minute 
before and he’s now trying to fi nd 
“The Turf Tavern” on his sat nav. 
Immediately there’s a dual carriageway 
but I don’t want to ride down it. 
Instead, a crossing cuts across all four 
lanes into quieter roads, and I’d rather 
take my chances there.

A glance over the shoulder reveals 
a frustrated Mike sitting at the lights. 
He might have given up motor racing, 
but Mike is his father’s son. At least 

he knows some kind of Cooper will 
win today.

The road points downhill and 
I’m glad to be running the Cooper 
in freewheel mode, not fi xed. I can 
concentrate on the view down to the city.

 Mike beeps me, he has decided 
to come this way too. He’s about to 
regret that… at the bottom the road is 
blocked by bollards. As I spin through, 
there’s a sound of crashing gears 
behind, and I can only imagine the 
language it’s drowning out as Mike has 
to make a U-turn.

Half a mile later the path spits me 
out onto Cowley Road. Traffi c isn’t as 
busy as I’d hoped, and I’m worried, 
but a mile down the road I see Mike 
stuck. This is Oxford’s traffi c-safety 
project. The original idea was along 
the lines of a shared space street, 
where you take away all the normal 
road boundaries that drivers expect, 
like segregated pavements and white 
lines. Faced with such an unfamiliar 
free-for-all, drivers are supposed to 
slow down and take more care, but 
in practice, the project is more about 
traffic calming than road sharing.

In another mile, we’re back to 
the more familiar bike lanes blocked 
by cars. With Mike on my tail I spin 
through the notorious Cowley Road 
roundabout, getting a gap between two 
vans on to the Plain, one of the most 
elegant fl y-overs ever built, which 
leads over Magdalen Bridge with the 
river Cherwell below, a fl otilla of punts 
waiting for tourists. Across the bridge 
the road broadens. Mike and his Cooper 
roar past, heading for the town centre, 
and Oxford’s one-way system. 

As we enter old Oxford, there are 
stone facades on both sides of High 
Street, with the odd peek of manicured 
green through an occasional open door. 
Missing Queen’s Lane, it’s a quick 

U-turn and dive down the dark, bike-
lined alley. This is vintage Oxford riding. 

After a few near-misses with 
weaving basket bikes, I pass the gates of 
New College. One more blind turn and 
there’s the Bridge of Sighs – the fl ying 

arch casemented bridge that links the 
quadrangles of Hertford College. 

The pub should be here somewhere. 
But before I know it, I’ve overshot, 
passing the famous Bodleian Library. 
I ask a couple of students, and pubs 
seem to be their specialist subject. 
The location of the Turf Tavern as a 
starter for 10? Back to the Bridge of 
Sighs then down a tiny alleyway on the 
left. Ask me another, Paxo.

Along Broad Street, Mike’s Mini 
appears like the truck in Steven 
Spielberg’s Duel, only smaller and 
green. I dart past and, sure enough: 
a tiny gap between Hertford College 
and the red brick building that I must 
have ridden right past. It’s in the bag!

Down the dark alley, round a corner 
and hey presto! The Turf Tavern, as 
frequented by Inspector Morse. 
Not sure where he parked his Jag…

Four minutes later Mike bursts 
in asking for a marshal’s enquiry. 
Close, but the bike won, confi rming 
its position at the top of the urban 
transport tree. We knew it, and of 
course so did Mike. That’s why he’s 
making bikes now.

NEIL PEDOE from CYCLING PLUS

www.bikeradar.com
www.cooperbikes.com

COOPER VS COOPER

MAN VS MACHINE: Mike Coooper (in the Mini) and Neil Pedoe (on the Cooper bike) race through Oxford

Saddle up in style 
with bikes that make 
the difference

I
n a world where globalization 
makes every place look alike and 
every product accessible, the 
bicycle maintains a surprisingly 

unique style in every country, region 
and sometimes city. 
To my surprise every year, travelling in 
different places of the world, I discover 
new brands and local designs that are 
created in small workshops or in bigger 
bicycle production lines. The Bikes 
of Distinction gallery on the Brooks 
Website wants to become the place 
where our passionate users fi nd these 

cycles that mount Brooks Products as 
their distinctive feature. Our aim is to 
promote interesting machines outside 
their country of origin.

Did you know that:
-in 2009 Pelago introduced their fi rst 
bicycle in Helsinki with the slogan ’Just 
to Have a Few Cars Less’;
-Scarabike won the 2010 Good Design 
award in Japan;
-Brompton folding bikes ( UK ) is 
working on a limited edition copper 
plated bike in cooperation with 
designer Tom Dixon;
-in a small workshop in Latvia, Arhiidea 
created their fi rst 100 street bikes.

It is not only what you do, but also 
why you do it that intrigues us, and our 
Gallery will tell these stories.

CRISTINA WÜRDIG

BIKES OF 
DISTINCTION

EXTRAORDINARY BICYCLES: Tom Dixon’s Limited Edition Brompton / Arhiidea wooden handlebar bicycle 

He might have 
given up motor 
racing, but Mike 
is his father’s son
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HAND-TO-EYE: Lined up beauties at the ‘Bespoke: The Handbuilt Bicycle’ Exhibition last spring at the Museum of Arts and Design in New York

BUILT BY HAND
Independent framebuilders in 
the spotlight at New York’s 
Museum of Arts and Design

New York, USA

A 
handbuilt bicycle is a collaboration 
between the rider and the framebuilder; 
a dialogue of delicate aesthetics and 
engineering innovation taking weeks, 
sometimes months to construct. 

The best framebuilder will give you something 
even better than you could possibly have dared 
to imagine: fi nely carved lugs, elegant lines and 
beautiful paintwork – a rideable artwork that 
will last a lifetime. 

“Bespoke: The Handbuilt Bicycle,” which 
showed at New York’s famous Museum of Arts 

and Design was an exhibition dedicated to the 
craftsmanship of the custom bike. The show was 
co-curated by Vanilla’s Sacha White and Michael 
Maharam, owner of the eponymous textile 
company and an avid handbuilt bicycle collector. 
This was the fi rst major exhibition to focus on 
handmade frames. It’s refreshing to see large 
institutions like MAD waking up to the aesthetics 
of the bicycle, seeing them as beautiful objects 
rather than simply machines of transport. 

Rather than trying to introduce a complete 
overview of the world of framemaking, the 
exhibition instead highlighted six of the world’s 
best constructors, featuring Richard Sachs and 
his red racers, the unique styling from Vanilla’s 
Sacha White, Jeff Jones’ beefy-but-elegant 
mountainbikes, Mike Flanigan’s fun urban 
commuters, JP Weigle’s oldschool randonneurs 
and the colourful lugless frames from the only non 

American in the show, Dario Pegoretti. 
Although a relatively compact exhibition, 

Bespoke managed to present 21 beautiful 
creations, doing its best to assemble a little 
something for everyone. If the lugs on the Sachs 
cyclocross racer or the crazy paintwork on the 
Pegoretti roadbikes don’t appeal, maybe the 
baskets and relaxed geometry of Flanigan’s 
shopper will. And if all else fails, there’s the 
Vanilla custom child’s tricycle…

TED YOUNG-ING

www.collections.madmuseum.org

Ben Wilson’s 
SeeBikeSaw at 
100% Design

London, England

V
isitors at the 100% Design in 
London were quite annoyed 
by the fact they could not go 
on the seesaw and have some 
fun on this quite unique object 

created by Ben Wilson for Brooks 
England and exhibited in Earls Court 
in September 2009.

This curious object is now 
entertaining employees and guests at 
the Brooks Branch premises, and we 
can guarantee that it does work and 
that it is quite fun to “seesaw”.

Ben’s idea was to make a seesaw 
for adults that reminds of the joys and 

innocence of childhood. The designer 
was interested in creating a piece that 
has strong references to the bicycle and 
uses 2 of his favourite Brooks products, 
the classic B33 sprung saddle and 
Brooks leather bar tape.

ANDREA MENEGHELLI

www.benwilsondesign.co.uk

A RIDE WITH 
UPS AND 
DOWNS

BEN WILSON is a 3D industrial 
designer working with mass produced 
products and one-off hand made 
commissions. His work has been 
extensively published and exhibited 
worldwide. His passion for cycling 
brought him to work on several 
bicycle related projects, such as:

-the TFL Bike, a supersized tubed 

bicycle based on the iconic bike sign 
made for Transport For London

-the Lesser Spotted White 
Swallow, a Brooks Swallow Saddle 
Limited Edition for Stüssy

-the Monocycle, presented in  
Issue 2 of the Bugle

-the Air Force 1, a fi xed gear bike 
built by the Wilson Brothers for Nike

BESPOKE: THE HANDBUILT BICYCLE 
Museum of Arts and Design, New York
13 May–15 August 2010

All Geared Up

N ew York City has had a love/
hate relationship with the 
bicycle. In the 80s, only 

foolhardy messengers dared 
challenge taxis on their own 
turf. In the past few years, 
new cycle lanes, bicycle racks 
and city-sponsored campaigns 
have resulted in a huge uptake 
in Manhattaners taking up 
cycling. As a part of the Bespoke 
exhibition, the Musuem of Art 
and Design set up an outdoor 
photobooth on the museum’s 
doorstep, where visitors could 
pose with their bikes. Photos 
were posted online to the MyBike 
gallery. The mini-website forms an 
interesting portrait of the state of 
cycling in New York City: the fi xie 
hipsters and bmx crews, bankers 
with mountainbikes, groups of 
tourists on rented shoppers, the 
odd recumbent and even a tandem 
or two. 

TED YOUNG-ING

View more portraits online at: 
http://mybike.madmuseum.org

CHILD’S PLAY: The Brooks-equipped Ben Wilson SeeBikeSaw

G etting to city pubs isn’t the 
only reason to choose a bike…
Cycling makes your heart 10 

years younger (National Heart 
Forum) while driving increases 
the risk of heart disease (Hedberg 
et al, 1991) 

Cars contribute about 70% of 
air pollution in urban UK, and 
22 per cent of the UK’s total CO2 
emissions. Bikes contribute none.

If all commutes in England under 
fi ve miles were by bike instead of 
car, we would save 44,000 tonnes of 
CO2 every week – the equivalent of 
heating 17,000 houses. (SQW, 2008)

A bike is twice as fast as a 
car in traffi c: average speed of 
motorised traffi c in London during 
rush hour is 7mph. A bike’s 
average speed is 13mph. 

The average yearly cost of car 
ownership is about £8808 (incl. 
depreciation) (RAC). A bike costs 
about £50 a year to service. 

20 bikes can be parked in one 
car space.

NEIL PEDOE from CYCLING PLUS

CAR OR BIKE



FROM THE DESK OF JOHN BOULTBEE BROOKS…

Brooks’ new label is 
here to bring you the 
best in cycling apparel

W
e have great pleasure in 
announcing that John 
Boultbee is a new label 
from Brooks England Ltd, 
esteemed makers of the 

legendary leather saddles.
John Boultbee marks a new course 

in the footsteps of our founder, John 
Boultbee Brooks, and his son and 
worthy successor, Boultbee Brooks. 

Beginning as a small workshop in 
1866, Brooks grew to become a major 
manufacturer by the fi rst half of the 
20th century, guided by the Brooks 
family. In Birmingham, the heart of 
industrial England, Brooks produced 
not only leather saddles, but also an 
array of cycling and motorcycling 
accessories and components, as well as 
car trunks, travel bags and more.

Perhaps less widely known, is that 
in the 1930s, when cycling was a major 
means of transport, and demand was 
high for all-weather cycling garments, 
J.B. Brooks & Co. also offered cycling 
shoes and oilskin clothing. 

These included ponchos, sou’westers, 
galoshes, leggings and handlebar muffs. 
These items were manufactured from 
the fi nest woven Egyptian cotton, with
invulnerable seams stitched to withstand 
the worst that English weather had to offer.

Since this time, the clothing and 
textile industries have changed much in 
their approach to technical outerwear. 
The overwhelming trend has been to 
move away from traditional designs 
and fabrics. Nowadays, the honest 
virtues of natural materials and classic 
garments are too often neglected in 
favour of the dubious benefi ts of newer 
textiles and utilitarian designs.

We believe in integrating the best 
of tradition with the best of innovation. 
Today’s resurgence of cycling as a means 
of mass transport opens new challenges
for the purveyors of garments to a growing 
breed of discerning cyclist. 
JOHN BOULTBEE products will serve 
those who demand both function and 
style from their technical outerwear.

THE BROOKS TEAM

A great deal of 
enjoyment of cycling 
depends upon the 
assurance that one 
is equipped for any 
weather.
The Brooks Book, Year 1934
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CYCLING GARMENTS AND ACCESSORIES
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1866FINEST QUALITY

JOHN BOULTBEEJOHN BOULTBEEJOHN BOULTBEEJOHN BOULTBEE

EXCELLENT FINISH

INSPIRED IDEAS: Timothy Everest’s mood board for the new Brooks Criterion Jacket incorporates classic style elements from the 1800s to the present-day

INTERNAL DETAIL: The moisture-resistant and durable tweed lining
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OUR LATEST CREATION
In terms of functionality we have left 

nothing to chance.
The outer surface of the John Boultbee 

Criterion Mk. 1 is Ventile, a waterproof and 
windproof woven cotton textile designed in 
England during the Second World War for 
use in pilot’s immersion suits. Ventile is also 
popular among birdwatchers and naturalists 
because it is almost noiseless when in use. 
Cyclists entering classrooms, theatres, 
or meetings behind schedule will surely 
appreciate this thoughtful feature, which takes 
into account some of the “other” technical 
difficulties Contemporary Cyclists face on a 
daily basis.

Bursting with thoughtful surprises, this 
jacket reflects our experience as cyclists. 
We have covered the shoulder seams with 
a reinforcement to ward off unsightly 
abrasion resulting from the use of satchels. 
The fitted woollen cuff gasket is host to a 
thumbhole, which the wearer might use in 
particularly nasty weather. Perhaps one of 
the more interesting details would be the 
internal shoulder straps, that allow the jacket 
to be removed and flung over the shoulders 
and carried like a rucksack. This feature is 
particularly useful when the temperature 
changes or to carry the jacket pre-emptively in 
case of bad weather.  

Please consult besides for the full list of 
technical specifications and Enjoy the Ride.

BREGAN FAIKA

Function and style 
meet in John Boultbee’s 
new cycling jacket

B
earing the name John Boultbee, and the 
fact that behind this name stands the 
Brooks heritage, the Criterion Jacket is 
truly the finest garment of its kind ever 
created for cycling.

Durable, eye-catching and tasteful, 
this jacket was conceived for use by the 
Contemporary Cyclist, but without need 
for the tandem accessory of bicycle to make 
aesthetic sense. Its utility will escape the 
attention of the uninitiated.

Made exclusively from traditional materials 
and techniques, this jacket will convince the 
wearer of the relevance of natural materials 
and the ingenuity of our predecessors. This 
jacket will challenge the convention that 
showerproof apparel must essentially disregard 
aesthetic considerations.

Though designed in the spirit of good 
taste and with absolutely no compromise 
regarding its outward appearance, this 
garment discreetly contains all of the features 
demanded by Contemporary Cyclists. Such 
features as hidden reflective seams, a fold-out 
seat panel, concealed key pocket, stormproof 
flap pockets, two-way zippers and a raft of 
other useful and thoughtful considerations are 
accomplished while making them as visually 
unobtrusive as possible when not in use.



… TO THE CUTTING TABLE OF TIMOTHY EVEREST
Timothy brings    
Savile Row elegance  
to functional garments

S
etting about to create our 
fi rst outerwear in over half a 
century, we began with a few 
guiding principles. First, we 
will try to create showerproof 

garments using natural materials. 
Second, the garments must function 
fl awlessly to meet the demands of our 
Brooks Saddle customers, who count 
among the most experienced of Cyclists 
and therefore are most sensitive to the 
technical details of their outerwear. 
After all, any object associated with 
the Brooks name must live up to our 
reputation. Lastly, the garment must be 
developed in England to the same high 
standards of our world famous saddles, 
a task not as easily accomplished as our 
predecessors would have imagined.

These demanding, self-imposed 
requirements prompted a lengthy 
pursuit to bring together the manifold 
elements required by such an ambitious 
undertaking, and we were determined 
that until these pieces were assembled, 
work on the Jacket would not begin.

The breakthrough came when 
we had the good fortune of making 
acquaintance of Brooks user and like-
minded enthusiast, Timothy Everest, 
whose passion for cycling and desire 
for alternative cycling garments closely 
mirrored our own. As fate would have 
it, Timothy also happens to be one 

of the fi nest tailors Savile Row has 
produced in the last century, and has 
been appointed Member of the Order 
of the British Empire by Her Royal 
Highness, Queen Elizabeth II.

Working together with Timothy 
and his team in London, no details were 
too small to be discussed, and much 
heated debate over design elements 
large and small took place on a daily 
basis; from the construction of a 
shoulder joint, down to the angle of a 
pocket. This passion and attention to 
detail is not without its just reward.

The fi rst John Boultbee jacket 
is more than outerwear. It is the 
culmination of a year’s progress in the 
realm of thinking concerning not only 
what one wears on the bike, but how 
we can create what we desire based 
on an entirely unconventional set of 
rules. Much like our Founder, John 
Boultbee Brooks.

ANDREA MENEGHELLI
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I’d like to be 
remembered as 
someone who made 
people take British 
clothing seriously.
Timothy Everest

PORTRAIT: Timothy Everest in his Spitalfields Atelier on Elder Street, East London

THE BROOKS CRITERION MK-1

Fabric & Materials
■  Ventile: a waterproof, windproof, non-

artifi cial and tear-resistant cotton fabric
■ Moisture-resistant and durable tweed lining
■ Traditional Brooks copper fi ttings

Front Features
■  Stand up collar with adjustable buckle 

fastening for warmth and wind protection
■  Shoulder reinforcements covering shoulder 

seam for extra durability on pressure points 
(bag strap)

■  2-way zip allowing freedom of movement on 
the bike, with large popper front closure for 
quick and easy access as well as wind and 
rain protection

■  Vertical zip welt pocket concealed in left 
front facing, for easy access when cycling

■  Large bellow breast pockets with fold under 
storm fl aps and popper fastenings with 
reinforced mitred corners for security and 
strength

■  Additional secondary fl at pocket (on top of 
left top pocket)

■  D-ring on left top pocket for attachments and 
easy access to keys etc.

■  Larger bottom bellow pocket with fold 
under storm fl aps and popper fastening

■  Shaped sleeve for cyclists comfort with 
underarm eyelet vents for breathability

■  Concealed zip pocket in seam of cuff, with 
elastic key loop and clip inside

■  Adjustable sleeve cuffs with concealed pop-
studs and refl ective strip, for warmth and 
road safety

■  Fitted cuff gasket in a wool/technical fabric 
with thumb hole for warmth

Back Features
■ Shooting back for ease when cycling
■  Tunnelled belt across back waist, securing 

belt when riding, with copper buckle and 
eyelets.

■  Refl ective strip in seam across back waist
■  Dual-part lower back pockets with shaped 

opening under single fl ap and concealed 
pop-stud fastening for easy access to pockets 
when cycling

■  Fold-out extended back panel with Velcro 
fastening and adjustable draw cord for wind 
and rain protection on lower back

Internal Features
■  Right pocket with storm fl ap and pop-stud 

closure
■  Left patch pocket with secondary device 

pocket inside and channel for headphones
■  Internal shoulder straps in Boultbee tape 

allowing the jacket to be removed and fl ung 
over the shoulders like a rucksack

■ Second D-ring above left internal breast   
   pocket for personal attachments



SOHO SHOULDER BAG: Stacey shows how stylish women can be more stylish with a stylish Brooks Bag 

ISLINGTON RUCKSACK: Loic demonstates that strapping the Islington is as easy as unfolding a Brompton 

HAMPSTEAD Holdall: Now and then, even a man with a prodigious sock collection runs out of a clean pair 

BRIXTON SATCHEL: Ruth manages to get the Brixton into the Hoxton Basket on her Pashley Sonnet 
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C yclists are spoiled for choice 
when it comes to bags, yet 
the draw to improve and 
elaborate upon this vital 
cycling accoutrement shows 

no sign of diminishing. Entering the 
fray among the wide selection of bags 
we have been working on recently, we 
present our newest models in these 
pages; the Hampstead Holdall, the 
Brixton Satchel, the Islington Rucksack, 
and the Soho and Barbican Leather 
Shoulder Bags.

The Hampstead is quite possibly 
one of the world’s largest bags for 
cycling. This holdall is a versatile bag 

for everyday use. It is large enough to 
hold virtually anything you can carry, 
and can be attached to a standard rear 
rack or worn as a rucksack. 

The Hampstead expands to mammoth 
proportions which are allowed by the 
adjustable straps which secure the bag 
at any size. The water-resistant treated 
cotton and foldable top ensure that your 
contents remain safe from the elements.

The Brixton is a most versatile 
satchel, which can be easily expanded 
to become a tote. For use as a shoulder 
bag, it features a strap similar to that 
of the Barbican shoulder bag, the 
ends of which can be pulled together 

H ighly original bicycle 
luggage has been a staple 
feature in Brooks 
Catalogues since the 
1880s. We fi nally have the 

proof that our founder John Boultbee 
Brooks started making bags shortly 
after fi ling his fi rst saddle patent 
in 1882. We recently managed to 
purchase from a London collector the 
original 1888 Brooks Catalogue, which 
is now the oldest in our historical 
archives. A good half of its pages are 
taken up with the presentation of
bags: from knapsacks, saddlebags 
and camera cases, to holdalls, 
toolbags and gladstones; all made of 
canvas, waterproof tweed or, surprise 
surprise, leather. 

STYLE ON THE MOVE

around the waist to increase stability 
whilst riding. The dimensions of the 
bag are compatible with our Hoxton 
Basket, in which it can be comfortably 
accommodated when shopping.

The Islington Rucksack features 
innovative shoulder straps, which can 
be easily adjusted to stabilize the bag 
whilst riding. This can be achieved by 
either crossing both straps diagonally 
over the chest, or alternatively 
securing one of the straps laterally 
around the waist.

The Soho is manufactured in 
England using the same hardwearing 
leather used for Brooks Saddles. 

Perfect for carrying a small laptop or 
touchpad computer, this shoulder bag 
features a detachable inner pocket to 
safely contain your valuables.

The Barbican features an adjustable
shoulder strap that can be easily secured
around the waist. The strap can be worn 
loose to carry the bag over the shoulder
while walking. Then, for increased 
comfort while riding, the two ends of the 
strap can be pulled together around the 
waist and fi xed with the ‘Sam Brown’ clip.

 ANDREA MENEGHELLI

www.brooksengland.com
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CYCLE BAGS: The new Brooks Hampstead Holdall (left), the Brooks Islington Rucksack (right), and the Barbican Leather Shoulder Bag (below)

THE 1888 CATALOGUE
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THE BROOKS BLOG NOW LIVE

VERY LIMITED AND 
VERY SPECIAL

BROOKS ON YOUTUBE AND FACEBOOK

Keep up with Brooks 
and stay tuned!

T he Brooks Blog began posting 
Nov.1, 2010. With the Brooks 
Blog, we will share our 
experiences and observations 
in the ongoing care and 

curation of one of cycling’s oldest 
brands, while keeping the Brooks 
Community informed of important 
news and events.

The idea to write a blog was 
initially prompted by the hounding 
of communication consultants who 
claimed we needed to take advantage 
of the new world of Social Media, 
or face the dire consequences to 
follow. A prophecy we took with 
a raised eyebrow, before going 
back to making and selling bicycle 
saddles and bags. We too are familiar 
with the obligatory Company Blog, 
Facebook or Twitter Page and didn’t 
want to do any of these things until 
we had a concept that would make 
visiting us worth the trip.

It occurred to us over time that 
as a company, we occupy a unique 
and privileged position from which 
to observe particular realms in the 
world of cycling; perhaps there are 
few more qualified to comment on 

L
ast year’s collaborative project 
with Vans was a ride-away 
success. The limited edition of 
two thousand leather skateboard 
shoes produced under our joint 

auspices would appear to have already 
found close on one thousand pairs of 
feet to call ‘home’.

For our part, we are equally happy 
to report that nearly all of our limited 
edition of Team Pro Vans saddles have 
been bolted to seat posts, and are 
providing stylish riding comfort to 
those astute enough to have grabbed 
one while they were still available 
through our Dealers of Excellence.

As well-received as this edition 

T
his year we have begun to 
devote some of our time in the 
maintenance and care of two 
famous online ports of call, 
YouTube and Facebook.

Our YouTube page houses a number 
of documentary videos we have 
produced of late, which were created 
to better describe the diverse world we 
like to call the Brooks Community. 

Here you will fi nd videos about 
long-distance bike travelers, urban 
bike polo players, vintage cycling 
enthusiasts, and much more. 

As we continue to document the 
Brooks community, this page will 
continue to grow, so please check 
back from time to time to see what we 
have added.

some of these subjects than we.
Our history, experience, involvement, 
and reach place us at a crossroads 
where tradition meets innovation, sport 
mingles with lifestyle, and function 
tolerates aesthetics only slightly.

Finally, the diversity of our 
team should ensure a supply of 
entertaining subject matter.            
We are a company, but we are also 
individuals, and we encourage 
those of us who wish to contribute 
to express themselves within the 
bounds of decency and respecting 
the philosophy of the blog. Our 
editorial team might not always 
express the company point of view. 
This is a risk we already took 
with the Brooks Bugle, our yearly 
company magazine. We are ready to 
risk again in order to offer another 
riveting read.

So please, take your time and 
enjoy the effort we will spend 
keeping our blog entertaining and 
relevant, and feel free to comment 
and help us preserve and expand on 
this proud heritage.

To keep up-to-date with 
news,  happenings and our random 
ramblings, follow us on our blog. 

THE BROOKS TEAM 

blog.brooksengland.com

Brooks is a traditional company 
founded 145 years ago, and therefore 
many might assume that we would 
fi nd it inappropriate to indulge in 
Facebook. But Brooks was never a 
“traditional” company. 

Brooks has always been a creative 
company utilizing the best of what 
technology has to offer. 

In the case of saddles, technology 
peaked with the marriage of metal 
and leather. But in communication, 
those materials were obsolete long ago. 
Therefore Facebook became an obvious 
and practical way for us to share 
company information as well as items 
we fi nd interesting or infl uential.

So expect the unexpected. Learn 
something. Share us with your friends. 

While away long moments in waiting 
rooms on your personal communications 
device. Cure the boredom of sleepless 
nights caused by late cups of black tea. 
Combat idle clichéd moments with a 
book and curl up with Brooks. Surprise 
a fi rst date by skipping the movies 
and opening up your laptop instead. 
Get inspired to plan your next cycling 
adventure after your leg has healed. 
Fill the rest of your day not already 
reserved for reading the Brooks Blog. 
Do something good for yourself.

BREGAN FAIKA

Keep in touch with news and events:
www.facebook.com/Brooks.England

www.youtube.com/brooksengland

10th April, 2010

TWEED RUN
London

of our numbered Team Pro saddle has 
been, and as tempting as it might be to 
continue making it, the plate we used 
to deboss the artwork into fi ve hundred 
leather tops has been offi cially retired 
from active service, so sadly, we won’t 
be making any more of them.

This qualifi es as bad news, for sure, 
but is a necessary part of what makes 
Special Editions special.

STEVEN GREEN

BROOKS VIDEOS: Visit our YouTube channel to enjoy the “Tweed Run 2010” film and other videos 

IN THE MAKING: First pieces on the rivetting bench

TEAM PRO LIMITED EDITION
Just 500 pieces manufactured



We wish to thank our special 
correspondents and the 
contributing editors.  
We invite those who wish to 
contribute to future issues of 
The Bugle to post their stories 
on our website, or contact us 
directly via e-mail at: 
thebugle@brooksengland.com
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BROOKS LOOKS AT JAPAN
WITH PEdAL.E.D CLOTHING

BROOKS DEALERS OF EXCELLENCE

Pedaling to Dive 
into the Earth

T
his is to announce that 
Brooks England Limited 
has entered into a capital 
tie-up agreement with my 
company, Hide &Mc Inc Ltd., 

which offers the line of casual wear 
“PEdAL.E.D” for enjoyment of the 
time spent with bicycles.

My main brand “PEdAL.E.D” 
signifi es PEdAL.Earth.Diver, that is, 
“pedaling to dive in to the earth”. 
By cycling, to feel all kinds of breezes and 
scents, and to contemplate about nature. 

Wear for many people’s enjoyment of 
such hours will be offered.  A full range 
of items from jackets to shirts and 
cut-saws, and from pants to bags, will 
be rolled out in unisex while realizing 
both stress-free fi t and fashionableness 
by original pattern work and design, 
mainly using natural materials that 
invoke the image of nature but sometimes
also using used wear and materials.

Today, Brooks products are sold in 
fi fty countries around the world with 
many cyclists as clientele, and now that 
bicycles are becoming recognized as a 
lifestyle, Brooks England has selected 
the apparel brand PEdAL.E.D designed 
by myself as a strategic partner with 

a view towards pioneering a new 
market. PEdAL.E.D has been offering 
domestically in Japan, mainly through 
bicycle shops and specialty sportswear 
shops, wear made primarily of natural 
materials that incorporate elements 
as sportswear which are necessary in 
cycling while meeting the requisites as 
fashion. All my collections have been 
designed and manufactured in Japan 
since I began this project in 2007.

 HIDETO SUZUKI
CONTEMPLATION: Hideto Suzuki in his studio and with his bicycle. 

TOPANGA CREEK BICYCLES: One of our best Dealers of Excellence in Los Angeles, CA

Travelling around 
North America 
to meet our 
excellent dealers

I
n 2010 I won the lottery! 
Well, kind of. I was hired by 
Brooks England to perform 
a long trip around North 
America in order that I might 

provide the company with a better 
understanding of the market, and 
support our distributor Highway2.

I spent seven months on 
the road, travelling across all 
Canada and bouncing like a 
pinball around most parts of the 
United States.

It was gratifying to receive 
fi rst hand confi rmation that 
Brooks is as well-loved on this 
continent as it is on most others.

I will always keep in my 
memories the endless hours 
driving snow or shine and the 
magnifi cent landscapes perfect for 
a bicycle ride.

From a human point of view 
I look forward to meeting again 
the nice people I met in the bicycle 
shops during my visits, who 
welcomed a slightly mad (but in 
a good way) Italian at their door 
with open arms and warm hearts.

In this period of time I had the 
chance to witness the conscious 
evolution of the American cycling 

market. Cycling is not only seen 
as a wonderful sport but also as 
an alternative effi cient way of 
transport. This has led people to 
appreciate more simple bicycle 
models, like the European 
classical urban ones .

We observe some new 
American brands that build 
bicycles with European geometries 
and styles and we’re becoming 
aware of the increasing exports 
towards USA of some of the 
best known North European 
manufacturers.

Brooks of course is one of the 
best interpreters of the needs of 
the urban cyclist who approaches 
the bicycle for commuting. 
The comfort of a leather saddle is 
unquestionable.

With the people in the shops I 
used to tell this joke : “ Have you 
ever seen a cowboy riding a plastic 
saddle? There must be a reason for 
it!” Well at Brooks England we 
know the answer.

I have met some of the best 
dealers in all North America and 
built together with them their 
own page on our dealer locator.

Once there, you can be directed 
to your nearest stockist; maybe 
you’ll pay them a visit to check out 
the new Brooks England products 
for 2011. Cheers!

GIANMARCO MIONI

www.brooksengland.com

www.pedaled.jp



REFLECTIVE 
TWEED,
WATEPROOF
COTTON,
MADE IN 
ENGLAND

*

Cycling ponchos and sou’westers were repeatedly 
featured in the JB Brooks & Co catalogues of the 
1930s. These original articles of oilskin clothing 
inspired the John Boultbee team to re-introduce 
a weatherproof garment for cycling.
The Oxford Cape was re-created in London by a 
team of fashion designers who are also avid cyclists.

dld

OXFORD ROLL UP RAIN CAPE* 
FOR DISCERNING CYCLISTS
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